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Jack Vance is one of the most entertaining and literate
of modern SF writers althiough nis ocutput has never beern high and
he hasg received little attention. Recently however, his shorw
novel, "The Dragon Masters! was awarded a Hugo at the last World
Con and in 1952 he wac Guesgt of Honour at the Westcoast SF
Convention, which all seemg to indicate that at lagt he is
receiving recognition from tao SF world.

In a rather dull contemporary ccene Vance smarkles like
nelting ice in a blealk forest of pine whose dull wolotony of form
reflect the uwnoriginality of wmuch SF. Take, for example, his shor
story "Green Magic!" which appeared in tihe June 1963 issue of
Fantasy and Scicnce Fiction.s This has gualities of delicacy and
vigual beauty in descrintion which of S5F writers only Ray Bradbury
could touch, Vance does rot fall into the trap of wvaging long
'purple passages' but contonts himgelf with single sentences and
occasional adjectives to convey a ricaly inpressionigtic picture o
the land of ""Green Magic!,

At times he would watch the sprites (in the gossamer forms
natural to them) at play among the pearl petals, or twining
like quick flashes of nusic through the foropts of pink
spiralg.”

0dd phrases, adjoctives, words all »uild up an
impressionistic picture of a world we only hear Ffaint echoes of
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"yeaving tinitiing fragments of various magics into a warp

[
of shining long svlines.”
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delicate irricdegcence) mignt be displayed in a single wairl of
import”; all these tantalising glimpses are building up iopressions
without choliing us ir saccharine soaked prose as many other writers
would have done,

Sut while we must allow that Mr Vance is herc excelling
himself there arc unfortunate agpects to his writing. This ig not
in the Tield of technigue waere nis competancy cannct be questioned
but in attitude, The hero of the gtory, Howard Fair, having gained
afdmiscion into the land of "CGreen Magic' igc disgusted by hlig aluman
grossness and the grossnegs of tihe world.

"Ae forced himgel? to the consumptior of wiat he thougnt
of as fried animal tissue, the hyverironhied sexual orgens
of plants,'

It would, of course, he rong Lo agsuwne tie disgust of
Fair for humanity is anyway a reflection of Vancels own attitudes,
but the repeated teme of Dorror in many of his fantacies arouscs
this suspicicn, Ilaturally this ig mot a fault in tihe writing, for
Fair's rcaction on ris roturn from fairyland is one of contempt foxr

the sgualor in which wan lives, and the force cf hig writing is
conveaeyed in "The air was icpregnated with organic smelig.’ or
Teverywhere he loolkzed he saw slipshod disorder, primitive £ilth.M
A long wihile ago in VEICTCR 12, Kr G D Doherty accused
Theodore Sturgecr of having a nasty mind on tae dasis of his
coilecvion E FLUREZYUS UIIICCRII and I saw His point. Ilow it was a

brave taing to do in view of the libel laws and the high opinion of
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Theodore Sturgeon held 57 most SF fang., I have no intention of
fo%;0W1ng I i any ccrirent malze on Jaciz Vance, bul as
srian Alci ted in YPhe Autnor's Loty many 5F writers do
5 t
(3

Tt

o get rid of nersonzl neurosegs In thig
ccvion THZ DYING BARTH ig ou9901a11y Lunoriant,

"gth a ghort Tanlasy he wrote recently
Decause I saw in it'mogt of the sirands imherent in tis writings
strangeness, woender, vividness and horror. One rajor strand hag
vyet to Bbe aralysed, that of Space Opcra,

I woulc lilie to talke nor the two-part st
blished in *"e Decewber 1953 and Fedbruary 1964& i
ragine., IT was an action/adventure yarn vo**by
pace opera! ﬁ;d I ant gorry to relate, it was i ly a reacadle
¢ at that. A& tale of vengeancs and of a gupcrran trained to xill
ich seemed co like wagic niot lire to THE LTARS 7 DESTINATICH
oy AlLred Sester and & DARX KIND by Coiin Happ that I paused to

ninlz hov many novels devnended on just this from the COUIID CF KOUTS
CRESTO omwards, It is a good there and well aandled, ags dy 3ucter,

by THER STAR KING
suvues of Gala:xx

(D O 0
€
13
o]
3
0
3
2

'z

it can malke a dbrilliant story, T 5 STAR YEIING failed for many
reasons, the traditional Vance viriues of creatirng eictic cultures,
strange men and colouvrful adventure were not lacizing but ‘“ey
ceemed fadedl, In many cagsec, the civilisations seened "auey Dacli-
droms liltely tTo Fall apart at the leagt hint of imcomgruity like a
sagh cord w1ﬂ‘ow wiaich the hero brealzs open! The choice of names

' Demon-Zings', 'Grendel, the Fonster' (a la V3eowulf?) scem
tiredly melodraizatiec ac the characters thewgselves are, together
with much of the horror which ore normalily associates wit; Il Vam

Yildemar Dasce, the one really horrendous if inmeffectuval villain
{deﬂﬂite wany ingenious waygs of dealing with death), 5 a characicr
WO aj he remenmbered Tor a cover iliustrati by Ed Bmshwiller
which, theugh true to Varncel!s deseripntion, makcs i ool moxe lilke
a Gilvhert and Sullivan nerformer

“§

thran an odbscemne miller.

Techrically, much of the story is poorly contrived wiilh orly on

notable charicature iz the forxm of Dascey; the herc is Ffacclegss as

2e scene using short paragravpas at the start of
5

cvers. vance sets € -
cach chanter toler frxom sore fictiticus source and us

get the uco¢o, exnlain an institution oxr situatiorn and generally
get the writer over the hump of locturing his readershin in I:e
ridcle of a novel without tixer deconming rogstlesge Techwnically, a
.

dcle
eful device which Agimov exploited ir the "Foundation® series dut
B STAR XING they axre teoo abstruge ond involved., The story

degenerates into a poox detective slory with threc suspecis, one of
wvhich gives hingelf away in a manter which indicates the IO of
Van-ind and '3tar Xingsg! has becen steadily declining over the acons

This g Vance wproducing a mediocre itenr for a comimercial
sale as ae ¢id for 3t an’wrc KYagazsines in the earl3 fifties. The
hero, whose label is 'Gerson'! has a motvive and asparently cuotions,
though for all he diunlﬁyc of theiz he might De ome of Asimov's
robots, to wit R Danecl Olivaw, without the latier'g intellicct.

It is unfortunate that cvenr in the field of names, at
which Vamnce ugually cicels, a laclz of imagirmation ig shown, The
villiaints hidcdeout ig 'Thumbnail Gulch! which fuxrther cugzesvs that,
Gegpite I L Goldlg famcus advertigsonent, Siace Cnera is gracing the
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pages of Galaxy. At this point it would be legitimate to enguire
whether Vance is a mediocre writer who has occagional stories with
a c¢lair to literacy or a zo

z00¢ writecr who iag on occagion written a
novel for a gquiciz sale, I feel that the latter must be the case as
most of his worl is greatly supcerior to “"Tho Star Hing'", and wiaile
tac author is capable of 'Thundnail Guleh! he has algo created such
evocative names as 'Cape of Sad Remeubrance! and 'Valley of Craven
Images!,

Jaclz Vance wag born in 1920 and first started writing
while attending ¢the University of California, dut it was not until
1945, while serving in the Ferchant llavy, that Vanec made his first
sale ("The World Thinzer? ~ Thrilling Wonder Stories)s From then
on he wade wany saleg to Stancdard Magazines, most of which were
Space Opera true to thie policy of tho Magazincs. Thaey were,
however, well above the norizal run-of-the~mill stories with some of
the digtinctive Vance touches of horror and colour already apparent.
His first and, to date, only gories, 'Magmus Ridolph'!, ran to nine
stories hetween 1948 and 1952. All hHut one of these humorous space
operas ran in Startling Stories. Hero Vance learnced the rudinments
of writing and in 1950 a swall collection of stories called THE
DITHG ELRTHE wag published by a little-knowa publishing house,
Hillman Periodicals Inc, Thc edition was small and at €hz time The
event passed almost unnoticed, »ut over the years THE DT1ING ELARTH
hag become a much-praised and rave book, In the recent geries of
Guest Editorials in New Worxrlds SF, Robert Silverberg made a glowing
reference to it; "who could not return from a visit to Jack Vamnce'ls
THE DTIHNG BARTH....without feeling he had been somewihere unigue,
that he had exmerienced things unavailable in our mundane world?"
In the same geries of Bditorials, Vance received othexr tegtimonials
from professional writers which would suggest that hig writing
abilitics are recognised among the cognisant,

The collection itself contains six stories which are
grouped round a cextral theme ~ a slowly decaying Barth. The
storics arc origiral to the collection and while there is an over-
lan of ideas and characters, it has not the cohesion of a novel
and the clirax, if it can be called so, seems artificially
contrived to give form to tiis collectionm. The collection was
recently reprinted by Lancer Books at 754 and ig generally imported
into this couvntry at 3/6.

I have no cdoubt that as in all of these famntasies a
voychiatrist could have a field-day. Sexual symoolism is evident
in such things ag the 'Live Boots' whose surging sulgating life
(shades of D H Lawrencel) in "Magirian tze Magician' bdecome flacia
vhen the object of the chage, a desirable young woman, disappears
over tlae nhorisonr., Some of the detail, which becomes suggestive by
its very aimlessness,- is repulsive; "A strangled wailing came and
presently the Doedandl!s frame parted. The head ghot likze a bullet
far down the glade; arms, less, viscera flew in all directions,”

The next story whicih lends itself to psychoanalysis ig
"Liare the Wayfarer" with the character of 1Chun the Unavoidable!
before whom all fall for one purpose, their eyes; "Over his shiny
bacik ke wore a robe of eyeballs itircaded on silk,.,”

The tonsion mounts in this story to a horrible pitch
with a grim pogtscrint. The plots are necrly always negligable
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and always toy arc an
Odyssey of wonders and
horrors with an ainless
wandering which only tae
slkkill of the author and
BDeauwty of the prose
ciszuises,
"V gsaish conmtains

o ratiher sickening
cegseription of what wags
alizogt & ritual rape where
cdetail is minimisod dut the
selection of detail which
verges in wy Doolt on
obscenity of attitude:
"Pagman dbeing covered with
scab and Lagard lacizing his
tecth and eoars-"etc. T am
not over=cmphagising the
horrific-scxual element, it
provides ouch of the plot
and the wrilting is oricnte
ated ag ruch toward this as
delicate descrintions The
horrors are well dravwn and
as gripping as one can ask,
detail is minutely observed
and technically it is
Fantasy waich few books
owerating in the Fantasy
field can approach Ffor
expexrtisece At thie same
time, and the early date of
its pusvlication bears this
out, one ¥eecls this was an
experiment in writing and
feeling which sheuld have been more developed before being
published., This Zg not to say that the writing does nmov reach high
standards :-

"in the west the sunm Zung close to old Barth; ruby shafis,

aeavy and rich ags wine, slarnted past the gnarled boles of

the archaic Foregt to lay on the turfed forest floor. The

sunn gsank in accordance witl the old ritual; latter~day night

fell across the forest, a soft warn darkress came swiftly..."

[ r.

Heavy gensual writing of great guality if a little
artificial. Images abound in his writing, marvellously mized
impregsions of gtrange scenes flow before the reader. A rich
tapestry which unfortunately is fragmentary but this cammot detract
from the wealth of impressions to be found here. THE DYING EBARTH
ig probably anmong the foremost fantasies ever iritten and worthy of
much greater attention than it has hitherto received,

"Je have seen old Thorsingol, and the Sherrit BEmpire berore
it, and Golwan Andra before that and the Foriy Kades even
before. We have seen the war-like green men, and the
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Inowledgable Fharials and thie Clambs who departed Farth

for tae stars, as did the Mericneth before them and the

Gray Sorcerers still carlier, We have seen oceans xise

and fall, the rmountains crust up, peak and melt in the

beat of rainj; we have locked on the sun when it glowed

hot and full and yelliow...."

Like THZ ILORD OF THE RINGS. THE MOCN FCCL, THE HOUSE OW

THAE BORDERLAND and the other fantasies which preceded it, its
strength lies in the descriptions and the names and their ability

oL

to evoke pictures of another universe,
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Space Opera still flowed from hig pexn and Detween 1951 and
1954 numerous sicries were publighed in Standard Magaszines. I skould
like to comnsider ""Secn of the Tree' (Thrilling UOLTer Gtoricc June
1951) and "The Houses of Iszm" (Startling Stories Spring 1954)
together as they have been rccently reorinted as an Ace Double (F2565
éOi with Gaughan ag cover il 1uﬂtr1to;). Their one comzen cicment

is that the culiures involved are haged to gsome exient on planits.
H"Tihe Houses of Iszm' concerns a plet to steal a sced of onme of tne
fabulous 'plant=houses! cf Iszri., Therc igs commercial giulduggery
and a horo who is vaguely aware of gome strange 1moulse outgide
hirself and the usual elenents down o a Deauw bl"ul hetrayer, It has
Vance cealing withz an exoiic ca;»uxe and showing 2is aolllty to
portray it, but wealknesses of p acterisation arc
unfortunately evident,

l...l
O
e
l:_)
5
Q
e}
B
(U 4]
H

Suir, EBarth, the Hoon; an archipelavo of hrigat xound islandg

after a long pagsage tarough a dark gea. Sun drifted off to

ong gice, liocon glinned awhy to vhae other. BEarth expanded

ahcad; gray, green, tan, white, bluec ~ Ffull of clouds and

win ds, surburn, frosts, drauvghts, chillig and dugt, the navel
: ¢, which

of te Universe, the depot, termimal; clecaring hcus
sited as nrovinecials.!
@

he Tree! ig glightly more cowmplex; it concerns a
worlc doxinateﬂ by a tremendous treec whose worship is the only
objeet for living for a great horde of peasaniry supporiing a

-

comparitively tiny hierarchy of aristocrats and priests, The hero
helps vo create an air of unrealzty about the whole thing by his
lack of an aceguate motive, He is scarching for a xival in love so
toav e may bring him back to Barth in order that khis love can
choogse between tiaem! Thig may have done in 195%4 but the effcect of
puch a plotline ten years later is, I au sorry to report, one of
creating frani: disbelief, The picture scems ludicrous and thne
classic elenents of Space Opera all tend to underline this T would
not recormmend these storics to anyone who ig not suffex lrr from a
severe attaclk of nostalgia.

Similerly, "The Plawnct of the Damned" (Space Stories
Dzcember 195?), whick was latex nublisghed by Ace 3ocks asc SLAVES OR
TR KLAU, ig vexry cdated, The hero, an Barth.a“, and his romantic
companion are captured by an acrrendous race, the Klau, who against
all economic cense have an advanced, but slave baged economy. The
hero escapes Irom the Xlau and after many Feats of derring-do and a
great ceal of hard worl manageg to escape Fror the Klau nlanet,

Kagarak.  There is some eczcellent writing here and the sulnhurous
laden atwmogphore of Magarak comes to life hrilliantiy, here are

nore elements of crror here of the gruesomeness wahich is go evident
n his fantasy writings and the story is not comnletely lost to

Space Opera convention,
"Lrandeli Szei, the padeeyed nusician in the embroidered
nlack and greesn smoclty, sat drawing planget vibrations Ffroe
his string boi,; besgide him squatied the Cﬂlbyssvnlans,
blowing windy ovian notes through taeir L;ngers- Chevrr,
the hatchet~IZaced Splang, crouched as mear to the fire as
possible, mending a tear in his lC”"lPPu; the iight made
moving poods of black along his deep-maried face,!

s

Vancels ocutput was, at this time, not resricted to
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novellettes orientated toward Space Operaiic recuirements of
Startling Stories. He made sales to- As uouﬂdlng SF, Galaxy, Avon G&F
and Fantasy Reader and Frederil: Pohl's "Star SF" series. I should
like o consider five of 5Lis short stories which avpeared in this
period,

"The Potters of Firsk" (Astounding SF May 1950) concerns a
veople <evoted to the nroduction of exguigitc ceramics and has a
rather gruesome twist in the tail, 3ut while it has these viritues,

-

much of the »lotting is on a low plane and the vhllalh, Covill,
evolies sympathy which could be better spent on a rather character=
less hero. V"Penolpan, witk its canals scoftly lit by yellow lanterng
the pardens glowing to candles and rich with the fragramce of right
blogsoms was a cﬁty from fairyland,' shows the almost incuradly
rocantic Vance touch,

"iinrer Loge A1L" (Galaxwy December 1951) was anthologisecd
in Conilin's OKNIZUS OF SF and one of Vancels truly gscichee fiction
stories depending on nurely scientific conditions, T
lifeform called a 'Unigen', dependant on uranium and similar wetals
for energy, finds itgelf in competition with Man and there is a
cutual retreat occagicned by the contact. A simnle gitcecry, well
writcten and with the use of constont suwitcheg from Unigen to men
anc haclz,

o

In contrast to this there is a BEM story called "Three
regged Joe' (Startling Stories January 1953} which is nowherc Lear
go intelligontly written but hagc a bDasically sinilar wliotline, This
would seer: to indicate that My Vance can slant his gtories to the

mariket rﬂoulre. ento.

His versatility can be furiher OOuC ved by the ghort story
"p,P." {Avon SF aﬁé Fantasy Recader 19573) Jml wags antiologised in
Bleiler & Dilzty's 3357 SF STORIEG: 5T:H SEZRIE It concerns the
recention accoraec by Jumanity to a racc of trogledytes forecd to
the gurface by digsasters in thelr underground realm. A hitter
satire on the treatizernt of reif s

vgees and altihough its form of lette
and reports may malke gome of the satire guperficiall,, the imdact of
it ig still sharwo,

tPhe Devil or Salvation Bluff" (Star SF 3) is a
allegorical nooting between Rarti!s order and the magnificent chaosg
cf the »lanet Glory. An interesting short stoxry because of the
alicegorical nature of the gtory and of the phygical degceriztion of
G‘ory'u anarchy., A roully allen enviromnient haz geldom been

cngstruciced, butl here a philcsophical and Dhysical ﬁnarcny existsg.
In 195% Vance hacd hig Ffirgt hardcover bools publighed in
the Wingtone Suvenile Series; VAIIDALS OF THE VOID was a fast rmoving

intervlanctary acdventure 4°ﬂlgneg for chnildren
in the same year, his sgsecond paperdaclc was brought out
“?D SPACE PIRATE wac a retitle of "The Five Gold Ramnds (Startling
torics MNovember 195C) under which title it was recently renrinted
by Ace Bocks. Paddy 3lacktlorn, a stereotyned Irigh Picarcegue hewo,
accoupaniced by nis light of love Fay, sccoots round the Universe in
searca of the five Xkeys of interplanctary flisht. It ™as one
interesting premise, that as tiwze goces on, Bartamen, who colonise
new nlanets, will evelve under the new environmental comditions,
There is geod description, fasty action and all the elements of
1ccossful space opera which Vance had denended upon in tkin carly

[
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stage of his writing.
"The gas ocean showed a queer roiling surface lilke slow-
boiling water. In colouwr it was the diriy yellow of oily
swoke and the yellow light of Alpheratz penctrated only a
fow feet into the depths. From time to time the wind would
gcoop up a tall yeliow tongue, lift it high, throw it over
backwards."

All his many varied talents combined in perhaps the
greatest space opera Standard Kagazines ever produced - BIG PLANET,
While dependant on space operals conventions, it is still a great
fantasy because it gave Vance's talents full rein in describing
scenery, cultures and caricatures in all the wvividness and glowing
colours which permeate BIC PLAUET,

"Wher the story is over, Vance leaves the reader souvenirs
of an unforgettable Journey =~ twilight in Tsalombar Forest; the
Tree-~men and the Beaujolains; the Cossacls and Aitman the Scourge;
the fortress city of Edelweiss; the Magickers and the falge griambot;
the Monolineesssese?! = Damon Knight,

A vivid and unforgettable Odyssey across the gurface of a
huge planet with forty-thousand wmiles to be covered on foot and
hundreds of dangers to be overcome, sirange cultures galore to be
passed through and a villain (who can't be considered evil) to be
contended with, It illustrates Vancel!s stregth arnd hig weakness,
His strength lies in the stuff of Fantasy and vivid descrintion and
his weakness lies in the realm of mundane literature character=
isation., He can draw an atiractive caricature (like Atman the
Scourge} but as with nearly all SF writers, character eludes him and
he dare not try too hard fox fear of detracting from the sgetting,

The publishing higtory of the novel ig interesting. It
first eppeared in Startling Stories September 1952 and was reprinted
by Avalon ag a hardbacik in 1957 and ag a panerdack from Ace inr the
same year (D295). Somewhore in the process, the story was censored
and the nrame of one of the chief characters changed. The censorghip
reached heights of peurility - a reference to rape is deleted, some
grucsome bits which left most of the descrinption to the imagination
and in general it wag nrepared for the SF marlket of Juveniles (7).,

"He loolked ocut on a green slope, spangled with yellow and red
flowers, which rose to a forest. The gables of a village showed
through the foliage -~ guaint gableg of carved dark hrown ticber,
The entire landscape was cdrenched in a tingling golden white
radiance; every colour shomne with jewelelike clarity,™

Few SF booltz are so literatec or so exzciting and crizinal
anc for this reagson 3IG PLANET has received a comparitively high
pogition in 8F circles.

dhen Standard Magazines folded, Vance was without a market
and the npumber of hig gtories Lell off comnsiderably although their
guality continued to Lliinmrove,

In 1955 Broitizcitine published Vance's original novel TO
LIVE FOREVER whiclk = & genuine attempt to leave space opera behind
and to present a ooz ‘gical and disciplined future, Set in a
socicty where immoriaiiiy is possible but impractical Jue to
Malthusian pressurcs of population on natural resources. A select
few however, can decome immortal by serving the State and

-\'...‘-;_‘

consequently everyone is intent on gaining preferment or tupping his
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slant' on govermmental graphs, The hero, for personal reasons, is
pent on destroying this system which he doeg by ingenious and
original methods. The book has much originality and the character-
isation has become much more mature (though still limited) while the
bizarre and sitrange elements in ithe culture still attract his pen,
It even containg some social comment which shows Jjust how superior
this is to, say, THE FIVEI GCLD BAHNDS.

In the sane year a
novellette was publighed in
Agtounding which verified this
waturity - "The Gift of Gab", a
rmuch anthologised story. 1t
concerng the basic cuestion of
what intelligence is and how it
can be assessed. The conflict on
Sabria between Fletcher, wio
believed the Delkabracihs to be
intelligent, and Chrystal who
wanted the Niobiw: in their bodies,
iz well bhalancecd and for onrnce the
characterigation doesnl®!t fall down.
This is oxcellent SF with the
descriptions adding to a most
conwvincing story.

A pale constellation
appeared in the centre of the
screen, gseparated into a swarm of
sparlks. They brightened and
sxpanded; bechind them appeared the
cutlines, tall and dim, of coral
minarets, towerg, spires and
spikes.

~I €hink it is gtill Jack
Vance's best story.

Tle space opera, which had
been the mainstay of Vancels
writing, was confined to a few
stories, the most notable heing
"Lansuages of Pac" (Sateliite
December 1957) which was reprinted
by Avalon in hardback the Ffollow-
ing year, This wag a brave
attempt to inject originality into the agpace opera field and which
failed, Pao was a dbackward planetary culture with a philosophy akin
to the fatalism of China. Thae basic premise restp on the faect that
language reflects philosophy and that by introducing dynamic
languages, the fatalism may be overcome, It reminds one of SO OF
THE TREE whose people were siwmilarly inert. Having given us a
splendid opering, Vance slicdes back into the old routine, the
characters are stereotyped (though better than rmost) and while noral
problems are poscd, they are unfortunately stoclz ones. There is
room for good deseription and details which set it apart, lilke all
Vanece stories, from the medioerco; hut at the same time it is
disappointing,
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The next importart story by Vance was "The Miracle
Worlers" (Astounding July 1958)., It is a neat l'gimmiclk! story waere
the roles of 'magic! and science are reversed in a world half
medieval, half wmocdern, The story runs narallel to THE DRAGCOH
MASTERS whichh I consider a straight acdaptation of "The Miracle

WOrkers“. Indeed I ar surprised the parallel was not immediately
obagerved., This is as good as THE DRAGOI MASTIRS with characters
isation up to a kigh level and with excellent details and believable

BEKS .

The flow of stories from Jaclk Vancels pen remained small
although most were of a livh stardard. "Jorlds of Origin', forx
exanple (ovner Science Fiction February 1958), received an Honours

able Mention in Judith Merrll‘s Lth Annual Antholog

- The next story of any note did not apnvear until 1959 wiien
"Dodlzinlts Job" (Agtounding October 1959) was published., Thig saw
Vance adapting himgelf to Campbellls requirements with a story about
beaurocracy gone mad, It wag a reacdable tale dut contained Little
of Vancels own style,

In the Lugust 1961 issue of Galaxy there apneared a
novella called "The Moon MotiaV which was only his third story to be
published there, It was really conrcorned with the exploration of a
strange culture which revolves round a systom of taboos involviang
facial nudity and the use of gtatus setting masks, The culture is
ingeniously displayed as a nlet of gorts gives us the excuse To
explore it.

August 1962 a short story appeared in Amaging called
"Gateway to Sirangenessh A space ma artinet (whose mental condition
weuld today result in hi incarcoration) bullies somo space cadets
onn a long miggion to vteugt them. The story's ethos is wepulsive, the
fact that a cadet dies on the voyage is just lone of those things!?
and the genoral callousness made me disglike it and Hemry Belt, the
clc spacedegy despite hio cardboard character,

In the came month came the much praised "The Dragon
Masters, LIi is fircctly related to '"Thwe Miracle Workersh dy its
serilemedieval getting and counstant action., The gimmick this time ig
the seleciive breeding of both men and aliens for the purposes of
war, DPecorated with a cover by Gaughan, it was rocently published
by Ace (F185 - LOg),

3ome o” the cescriptions suchx as
tite Sacerdotes was cxzcellent,; and descript
chiaracterisation were hoth in evidence.

Wfithin the dark openings, tie nalked Saceruotes worlized
furiously, thrusting, wedging, the strain of their sinews
amnci hearts and minds communicating itself to every man in
the valley. -The ghaft of milky-vlue light sprang forth,
but too soon: it melted the rock a hundreld yards south of
Clynbourne Crevasgse, and from the Weaponecer's gun came a
splash of orange and green flame,'

Vance disnlays hig ability to tvonvey action and movencatl
which so many of hig stories depend on,.

Jack Vance has not develoned his abilities evenly.
Techrnically, he'has impreved over the years but the recent serial,
HThe Star King", indicates that he has not finighed withk space
opera, "rhe Gift of Gab" marlked a renaissance in Vance's writing

SIS 2 61 I

thhe gcene irn the Halls of
ve writing and reagonable

e
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le retained those
output 2as becn

his SF Dbecame better wnhile -

istently hisgh standard
-

2

i i
Teatures which marled him out as a writer, Hi
cormparitively small but it hags been of a congsi
when compared to SF writing inm general, Mucx it is merely
readable (how muchk of SF ig unrcadablell) but several of his boolks
have reached a very nish gtandarc indeed although very little of hin
work can be called completoly satisfactory. '"The Star King" ig not
disappointiag in itself dut it is poor in cowparison with his pest
work and thisg must De our standard. Let us hope that Jacik Vancels
worlk, not oxnly continues to grace SF magazines but, continues <o
irprove,

Omm-l

0

Terry Dull
8ibliocraphical notes:

aied

Dor ¥ Tucli's nandbool: lists all princinle stories up to 1958 bdut a
nearly complete chiecliligt appeared in Zenith 2.

Biorranhical notes:

Psuedoinyms; John Holbrool:,

Vir Vance liveg near San Francisco with hig wife and 12 year old son.
Accorcing to the June 1963 ecdition of Fantasy and Science Fiction,

he is in the nrocegss of bDuilding a hougeboat with Poul Anderson and
Franl: Herbert (unless it has been commleted by now) and is asced &4,

*#***#***t* (LIRS R EETEEEESESEENEESESESEEEEERE R REEEEREIEREREEBEREERSIFEREZNE

SCIENGE FICTION BOCK GLUB

The Programme for Scptembher 1964 - February 1965

METHUSELAR'YS CHILDREN by Robert Heinlein
15/= for OFBS 6/~

* 3
* E ]
* *
* *
* ¥
* *
* *
* L]
* n
* THE JOY WAXERS by James Gunn *
* 15/= for SFBC &6/- *
*
. CCITDITIONALLY HUKAN by Walter Miller i
. 15/~ foxr SFBC 6/- .
4 HINE TOMORROWS by Isaac Asinov *
: 15/= for SF3C 6/- *
. THE AIRS OF EARTH by Brian Aldiss '
" 13/~ foxr SFBC &/- :
: GLADTATOR~AT~LAY by Frederik Pohl ancd € M Korabluth *
N 15/~ for SF3C 6/- *
*
: (The postage charge or each book ig 1/-) *
. ¥
N *
N L]
. W
* %

Details from
SCIEICE FICTION BCOK CLUB, 10~1i3% Bedforcd S5trect,
LOWNDOI WwC 2.
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Cn the whole, alfter reading the first three of tzese
"Motsh, I find nyself rueh rore in agreement with Eric Franlk
Russell than wi sre. Aldiss and Harrisonm. I particular, 1
den't subsgcri’ e tleory that OF writers turn to inaginary
vorlds bHecawvs e Freudian < i on with this wor
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CL course, if you live in one of the metropolitan centres,
as wogt writers do, youlre mnot that isolated., 3ut that 2ag its
crawbacizs too. I remenmber a time many years aco in Hew Yoriz pulpe
fiction circles waen there was much tallr atonn writers of a
teleratiwy that seened to operate.,....tizrec chans would start the
identical sare gtory at the game tize, ALTter a2 while it was
Gigecovered thatl in counvivial writer's weetings, sowme »oor wight
wouid get vo Ladbling aboutl Lis latest idea, and that wvhen everyone
sobered up later, everyone foxrzot they zad neard it teold, and
concedved ithrey Rad am ingstiration froz Allal,

I would gay, »ositively, tlat the Author's Lot is a good
ome, if hec can maze it at ali. God mmows itls not very gocd
financially, emcent for a golden few, Dut there arc great rewards
Tror doing a Job you nhonegtly lilze, IXI it were not so, itaere
wouldnt!t Se so tany dDrilliant youngsters nushing into the wrriting
Tieldessvaseand, cCamn it, giving scme of ug cldtimers the toughest

zind of commnetition,

BEdond Hamilton
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This time the colurn is taken up with unews, a plea and a
couple of films now om geuneral release about which I can onliy guess,
having not yet had a chance to see either of them. The mews first.

Soon teo be made in Spain is a film called CRACK IN THE
EARTH, directed by Andrew Marton and starring Dana Andrews, Janette
Scott, Alexander Xnox and Keiron Mocre. It igs an original story of
the search for new sources of energy, which goes wrong and results
in panic.,

Johnn Cagsavetes is to direct the film of Mordecai
Roshwald's book LEVEL 7, in Hollywood, This is the story of the man
whose sole job it is to push the butiten in case of war, and the
underground society in which he lives.

Philip Levenel!s radio serial, CITY CF TIE ZIDDEN EYES, has
just been filmed, This is the story of beings frox inside the Earth
who start te kidnap scientigts and the efforts made to stop them,.

Granacda TV will produce a play by Giles Cooper in the near
futures This is a story setl in the 1950's of a world in which
England surrendered to Germany in the early 1940's, I have not, as
yet, discovered the title of it.

Our local ITV gtation is to show a film called THE STORY
OF....A WRITER about Ray 3Bradbury. It looks worth keeping an eye
open for.,

Next the plea:- This is to the 33C and is for amn early
repeat on BBC 1 of THE CAVES OF STEEL. This was shown on 3BC 2 a
couple of menths agoe and is adapted by Terry MNation from the novel
by lIsaac Asimoev, Starring in this SF detective story were Peter
Cushing as Blijah Baley the detective, John Carscn as R Daneel
Olivaw and Kenneth J Warren as Julius Enderby, and for the BBC to
deprive the countryls SF fans of the opportunity of sceceing this cast
in this play is positively crimwinal.

The next two items are not reviews; they are recommendw
ations baged on other pecoplets opinions and my own feeclings,

Currently oan release is TIE MAN WITH {-RAY EYES starring
Ray Milland and directed Dy Roger Corman from a story 3y Ray Russell,
I con't think that this is more than a fair SF film but, as it is
coupled with THAE MASQUE OF THE RED DEATH, also directed by Corman
from a story by Edgar Allan Poe . (which is a supcrior horror film), I
don'!t think money spent on it will be entirely wasted,

I had hoped to include a review of FIRST KEN IN THE MOON,
alsc now on general release, but unfortunately it has not vyet
arrived at our local cinema., The review will have to wait until
next tire dul, meanwhiie, I have uno hegitation in saying that it is
a film to be geens It is directed by Nathan Juran with special
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effects and models by Ray Harryhausen (who did MYSTERICUS ISLAND and
JASON AND THE ARGONAUTS),., The gcript is adapted from the # G Wells
novel by Nigel ('Quatermass') Kneale with Arthur Garrett as the
scientific advisgscr, Last, but certainly not least, the cast has
Lionel Jeffries as Professor Cavor, Edward Judd (who starred in THE
DAY THE EARTH CAUGHT FIRE), and Martha Hyer as the feminine addition
to the plot. With thisc galaxy of talent worling together on it, I
am sure the finished filw is worth making an effort to gee,

lastly, I have a query from Joe Lynn concerning a seguel
to THE TIME WMACZEINE “o be called RETURN OF TIE TIHIME TRAVELLER,
Unfortunately, I can find no trace of it so if anyone has any
nowledge of it I would be pleased to hear from them {2 Westfield
Flace, Yeovil, Somerset).
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WANTED ZENITH 2 and 4 in exchange for BASRA Journal & or back
issues of ALIEY ~ Jim Eagland, 64 Ridge Road,
Kingswinford, Staffs,
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WANTETD November 1950 UoS, edition of ASTOUNDING SF. Any
reasonable price paid for copy in good condition =
Brian Rolls, 18 Elwm Road, Charltion, Wantage, Berks.
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Travelling West? Or North? Or just travelling? If you find yourself
in the Tewkesbury area, youlre welcome to a night's stay at 57
Church Street, Tewkesbury - the harbour of DOU3T. PFrior
notification appreciated dut nct essential -~ Graham Hall,

L 3 X K & kX X ¥ ROk ¥
CHECKLIST TO ASTOUNDI
Contains a) L
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a Part 1, 1930 to 1939,

isting by issue
b) Listing by author
¢) Listing by title
¢) Listing of all fact articles

Price 5/- {(which includes postage) from Terry Jeeves, 30 Thompson
Road, Shefficld 11 or 70f¢ from Leroy B Haugsrud, 118 West %3id 5t.
Kinneapolis 8, Minnesota, USEL,
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Teg, it's a new fenzine from Tewlheshury - FREELL! =~
Flace your order for ? now with Graham Hall, 57 Church Street,
Tewizesbury. ? is due for Chrigtmas.
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Ken SLATER

Haven'tt heard the corwients on the first of "The Return of
General Chuntering' yet...bDut at least VECTCR!'s egteemed editor
hasn't written saying he doesn't want the nemt chuni...so they canft
have been too adverse...darry Harrison tells me that he saw Prexy
Brian W Aldiss a few weeks baci...Brian was looking all bronzed and
thinessand will come hack to Britain from Yugoslavia some time in
September.....also Brian doesnl!t possess a copy of his first book,
THE 3RIGHTFOUNT DIARIES,..not SF, by the by...this is in print, but
¥ think Brian would like a cony of tho first edition, and so if you
have one you don't want, I'm in the market on his behalf,..Atlas are
now importing the American edition of MAG OF F&SF..,.overprinted 3/-
«sostarting with the July issue...40f is the American price, and at
the basic rate 3/-~ is Lk2¢...50 that makes a little more confusion
for the "why does it cost?" arguement,,.Pcter Campbell, old time fan
(he was thae original "every issue bigger and better" fammag publisher
is back in the field with HYDRA (incorporating his old fanmag
ANDROMEDA ), . salthough not strictly about SF, it contains more on
that subject,; for its size than do many so~called SPF fammagse...how I
long for those days when folk like FPhil Raschh were writing learmned
treatises on the sources of lerrittl!s mythos for fanmags like TIE
GORGON, . ogtill, some of the recent crop show more interegt in the
gsubject of Fantasy than mogt in the last decade., «proof copy of Brian
Alédissts GREYBEARD to nand...this will probably be out by the time
VECTCR 28 hits the mails...from hothouses to latrines to bathchairs
saothe ddea Brian hag ugsed in this book is not newa..if you'd iike to
try an earlier example of the same theme given a different ticatment,
see 17 you can dig RED SNOW by F Wright Moxley published about 1930
sssut the Aldiss treatment is very effective...Dave Busby's article
CN 'FIRST COMNTACTS! in VECTOR 27 caused a couple of follr to write me
asking for atories of this kind,,.one of thiem particularly wanted
early yarng which dealt with non-humans,..there were umpteen, of
coursey but a couple which T can still recall were P Schuyler
Millerlg TETRAHZEDRA OF SPACE in WCHDER STORIES HMov '31.,.,.reprinted in
STARTLING Sep '48...,and A BABY ON NEPTUNE by Clare Winger Harris and
Miles J 3reuer in AMAZING STORIES Dec '2¢,..reprinted as CHILD OF
NEPTUNE in TALES OF WONDER Spring '41...in these stories, raturally,
the appreach is simple, immediate and personal, without the
consideration to cultural imnlications which the more modern gstories
give.,.othen if you wish to come still wmore up-~to-date, and follow the
growth: of yarng of this lcontact'! type, there is Raymond Z Gallun'g
1014 Faithful" ancd its sequel "Son of 01d FPaithful" - ASTOUNDING Dec
135 and Jul '35...and doa't overlook Stanley G Weinbaumls "/ Martian
OcdysgeyM.. by the by, all these have one thing in com=moNe...the treat-
ment ig sympathetic..,.I have ignored the storics where wman and alicen
meet, rayguns blasting.....L rcceently roceived an invitation to Join
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the Sritish SFB3C...I declined,,.vonfortenately I've always read tae

boolks issued...at least once..,.now many of you arc in the same

sogition?...it would be interesting to discover how rany members of
= 5

the BSFA arce subscriberg to the S5F3C..es.3urroughs and Kline fans
wili %e interested in the discovery by Richard Lupolf (of Canawvecral
Press) of the worlk LIZUD. GULLIVER JCUES which has been reprinted
under the title GULLIVEIR OF MARS and is now available in Ace paper-
baclkseescomplete with Mr Lupofflig ceditorial romarks...more or less
stating that here is the source naterial for Burroughs! Mars and
indicating PHRA THE PHOZNICIAN as the prodable source for !'John
Cartert...both GULLIVER and DPHRA were the work of BEdwin Lester
Arnold, s soriginally published in London in 1905 and 1590 respect=~
ively.ool fivrst read these two boolks when I was about eleven...and
even less critical than T az now...tae counection had never occurred
to nmess.calthough posscihly I would have secen it today, werce it unot
that until now GQULLIVER has been on the ligt of funcbtainable books?
seveeBave Barder ampears to rave enjoyed the Schlosscon in Germany.s.
and from his reports so, I guess, did tie other British fans who
attended,.,when Dave called on me he had a weeplng eye, and I was
thinizing maybe that Germen gin was still as lethal a&s it had been
hack around the late '403,..scme evye lotion fixed 2is eye up ageain,
the, s the Great Yarmouth Con is still on for 1355...,.0EBW TRITINGS
I¥N SF 1 ecited by Joan Carnell was issued on hLug 17th...it will have
pb nublication iz Corgi Bookps later...Vois. 2 and 3 in the Dobson
boards edition will follow in Cct '5& and Jan '%5..40.L Spirague de

53

Camp recently had hurglars.,.in the style of a character in those
heroic fantasies that ke too infreguently writes, Sprague Lirmly
crasped the hilt of his Sanmurai sword.,..and the intruders fled with
Sprague giving chase

. I detect an air of regret in the way he
BWTAY e eesoitd Lewis has published "Index to the
Science Fiction Magacs s: 1953" as excellent as the previous two
igsues..otRe '30ck Review' index which was started in the 1962 issue
has Seen continuved, and is an asset..,GOLDEN 3LOCD by Jack William-~
sonrn is the latest Lancer SP Lidbrary pudslication...tais was originally
pudlished inm WEIRS WLLES Lnril 1933, with a 3rundage Ccover...»nity
that Lancer titles are no longer availadle in tike UK, ..appropes of
wnich, fmerican publishers seem to De geomewhat unco-operative on

e
comments that they zo

n

exporting their titles at prescnt...l cdon't want to use this column
to display my =»rivate troubles, bult it mey gave me some correspondw
ence 1if I siuply state that in the past sixz weeks I have writien to
nc legg <hen seven /[omerican pudlishers with encuiries about the
supsly of tvaeir occxs wiich are not available in tie UX...in cach
case itne publisher has no representative iz this country as Tar as I
Inow...in 2ach case, my enguiry was simple...wro was the nublisher's
representative, if any, arnd if none, could certain titles he

exported direct to wes..l Rave received just one answer.,..and folks
wiao want harde-cevered copies of Heinlein's GLORY RCAD will be rleased
to learn that I have hones...out Lancer are gending thejr books to
the 3874 Tor review...s50 »resgumably they want te sell ther over here
cesanc yet???%,, . inerican fan Charles Il Brown hag frawa Lo my
attention a juvenile Fantasy Writer..e2la..00rry...writer of juverile
fantasy I've nreviously overlcoked...lichclas Stuart Gray...with a
ligt of five titles..,.fantagy lovers who can still appreciate the
stories of Nesbit and the 'llarnia'l yarns of ¢ S Lewis will probably
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find eajoyrment in these...i've only glanced at them so far but I
thinlk they will repay my closer attention,...incidemtally, I do not
feel it the least bit tinfantile! or 'umhealthy' to find enjoyment in
a well-written juvenile 'fairy-storyt,.,.although I abhor wmuch of the
Victorian 'gooly-gecdy! material which of course is what only oo
pany neople wean by the ternr...anyone care to essay a consideration
of 'juvenile heroic fantasy! for the berefit of BSFL memders...l Jecel
sure our editor would welcome it, and it would He helpful to those
fang who like fantasy (the de Camp-Pratt, Tolkein and Lewis kinds)...
but canlt afford to invest in 'children's books! without gome
guidance and probability of pleasuradle resulta...this auvtuin and
winter look promisging for SPP readerg...Itve checked off sgome twenty-
six 'Yprobable! titles in the forthcowiing books...they include a per-
centage of 'weird! yarns...such as Dennis Wheatley's 50th novel,

Y USED DARI FORCLES, due from Hutcairson in Cetober,..and some re-~
printg of previougly dublished varng.s.Srian Aldiss, for ingtance,
introduceg Charles L Harness' novel THE FPARALDGHE MELI for Faber, while
Edmund Crispin does the same gervice for Cyril M Hormbluthtg THE
SYNDIC (also Faber)...and Gollancs will offer a boards version of
Harry Harrisonts THE ETHICAL EHGIHNEERS...there will doubtless De some
more undexr the "Children's Dooks™ classification,..so far I've only
noted Andre HNorton's JUDGIMENT COW JANUS, however,..ané that is only
hard-covered publications...there will doudtless be the usual zlut
(and T use that word advigedly) of pamerbacks...one of the things
that puzsle me is the situation where, when the market is flooded
with unsold conies of an American naperbaclz, a British publisher
brings cut a board~jdound edition of the same title.,..adaittedly, such
cases are not frecquent, hut whilst a separate warlet Soes exist for
the sale of pbsg and for the sale of board editions, you can't
convince me that prior pbh sales cannot but advergely influence the
boundwboards marizetses.»oF HORIZOHS No. 1 is out..e.you may hot find
it or your local boolstall...but ask fo a copy of it there anywaye..
this ig the Tom Boardman published, ALldiss & Harvison edited, 'little
rmagazine' of reviews and views on SF...important item in this issue
is a long analysis of Jack Williamson's THE LEGICH OF TIME by Birian
Aldigs, who makes the analysis a vehicle for some time~travelling of
his own, Doth into the past of SF, and its vossible future.,.other
contributions warrant atiention and I comumend Geoff Doherty's "The
Use of Language in SF" for indicating some essential verbal surgery
eesat the same time, let us not forget that the nrime purnpese of tihe
fiction writer is to euntertain, and currently, it would seem that
Ecgar Wallace and Edgar Rice Burroughs are entertaining more readers
than are Antaony Trollope and Charles Dickens...I'm not suggesting
this is a good thing...bDut it isg not a bad thing, either...sicply
that a great many of us {(humans) for gome reason or other have an
anpreciation for a well-told story, and are not critical of its
literary ecxcellence...some (humans) have been tryinz to educate us
(humang) out of tais attitude ever since we (humans) started record-
ing our ideag.s.and not only in the literary field...sort of Strauss
versus the Beatles...Contable ve ADplebyVee KRS v KRS,

/Incidentally, in case amy hevw members may not anow, Ken rung an
excelient little book ghon (S7 of course), He can usualiy be relied
upon to obtain any book not available throusr normal channels. Write

to him: Fantast (Kedway) Ltd., 75 Horfolk St., Wisbech, Camdg, - RGP/
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Before I get onto the latest questions therels yet ancther
episode in the "Who is Corxdwainer Smith?" saga. This is a
communication from Beryl Henley that the editorial notes in Judith
Merril's SEVENTH ANNUAL COF THE YZAR!'S BEST S8F states that Smith is a
profescsor of Sociology and a State Department adviser.

The main question thisg time is from John Kemp who wants to
know what Dianetics is., Well = Dianetics ig the dnvention (or
discovery -~ depending on how you look at it) of SF writer L Ron
Hubbard, It firgt appeared in the May 1950 issue of Astounding S5F
and seems to have the dubious distinction of being Campbellfs first
foray into the 'scientific borderlands', It postulated the existence
of mental Mloclis called 'engrams! which are the cause of all our
troubles and whisch can he removed, at a price, by Elron and hisg
fellow experts, whereupon one becomes a 'clear' - a sort of superman,
Later cevelopments turned Dianetics into the lscience! of 8Scientology
which was so profitable that Elrom has stopped writing SF and now
concentates on writing textbooks Tor his !'Instiitute of Scientology'l.
On the fa¢ce of it, Dianetics is a mixbure of unorthodox psychology,
Theosophy, various bits and plieces of oriental mythology and god
knows what else. My own personal opinion is that it 1is Just another
succesaiul orackpot cult ~ my only regret is that it had to start in
our field ancd so reflect adversely on S5F in the public eye. I also
regret the loss of Elron's talents as a writer., His Ole Doc
Methuselah stories were nruch more entertaining than Leinster'!s later
Med Corps storiess For more information I suggest that you get hold
of that Astounding ~ it's in the Library. If anyone wants it, I¥11
get the address of the Scientologists HQ in this country, for them.

Mike Turner wants te lknow how many !'Dominic Flandry!t
stories Poul Anderson has written and where they have apneared,
Seven stories have appeared to date, They arei=-

TIGER BY THE TATLieecessosossscessossesseassesFlanet Stories Jan 1951
HONORABLE ENEMIES...............................n..-.Fut“"e Nay 1951

(Later expanded and published by Ace Books as WE CLAIM THESE STERS)
THE AM3ASSADORS OF FLESE‘I...o.oocoonn.‘-ooosooplanet Stol"ies Sum 1951}:
THE GAME OF GLORY tueetooaocacvsoncsassnscasoanssanessVenture Mar 1958
A HANDFUL OF OTARScsessoesscacosscnsscassssnsanrssasshmacsing Jun 1959
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A MESSAGE IN SECRET seesnccescceccnsosssrornsenenencebantastic Dec 1959
(Later ewxpanded and published Hy Ace Books as MAYDAY ORBIT)

A PLAGUE OF MASTERSesreseessressessnseFantastic Dec 1960 & Jan 1961
(Later publisiaed by Ace 3ooks as BARTHMAN GO HCME)

And finally two recormencdations. First a film. This is
TAdS FIRST WEM IM THE MCOH, Providing you donlt expect a serious
presentation, you'il enjoy it, Lionel Jeffries is the best mad
scientist I've yet seen anywhere., It's a real romp!

The other matter is the fact that Panther books have
produced the three Foundation stories by Agimov in paperback., All
taree have excellent abstract photogravhic covers and are well
worth the 3/6 cach,

NEW MEMBERS

0 482 KAISER D.G. 5321 lountain View BPrive, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA.

¥ 483 ZULLOCK G.J. 14 Crompton Road, Tipton, Starffs,

¥ 48L HEALY M.AL. 30 St Jorn's Ave., Hewington, Ramsgate, Kent.

A 485 GQIL3ERT R.I, "Kimberley", Fowr Mile Bridge, Mr Holylhcad,
Anglesey, N Wales.

¥ 436 MOYLES J, Ivy Cottage, Grove, Canterbury, Kent.

¢ 487 SCHULTZ R, 19159 Helen Jireet, Detroit, Michigan 4&€23%, USA,

A LEE MOORE S,.7 Hillend, Shooters Hill, Woolwich, Londen SE 18,

M 459 MASLIN J.,F. 15 Freemantle Reacd, High Wycombe, Suclis.

14 490 PILAINGECON €, 16 Bridge Street, Ormshkiri, Lancs,.

A 493 RYLATT R M. "Orme View", Cxford Rd, Llandudmne, N Wales.

A 492 WILLIAMS H.De3e. 2 Lon Cwmgwyn, Sketiy, Swansea, 35 Weles,

¥ 49% CAWPBELL P, Birkdale Cottage, Brantfell, Windermere

M 494 MIZENW T.He. & Arthur Road, Shirley, Southampton, Hants.

¥ 495 SHTMWELL A.J. 27 Llaura Grove, Paignton, Devon, /5%affs,

¥ 495 ROGERSCH R,T. & Whitebeam Close, Chesgterton, llr Hewcastlie,

A 497 COFPFING C,Z.Ds 121 Springfield Park Rd,, Chelmsford, Essex.

A 495 HOWICK P, %1 2icester Road, Richmond Surrey,.

M 49 POOLE D.i., 37 linder Road, Lowegtoft, Suffolk,

& 500 STABLEFORD B, 1% Thonpson Road, Denton, Lancs,

M

A

M

.
N

WestabTre-

che

501 MacCALLUKL I.E,(Mrs} "Tigh-na-rosan', Comnel Road, Oban, hArgyll.
502 HEADOH ¥, 13 Caradoe Road, Caerleon, Newport, Mon,
50% LOASBY C, 285 Balmoral Drive, Hayes, Hiddlesex.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Rorn Eemnett, now 52 Fairways Drive, Forest Lane, Harrogate, Toriks,

Graham Hall, now 57 Church Street, Tewkesbury, CGloucs,

Richard Mann, now ¢/o Maj, E O HMann, 464t Bomb Son., Grand Forkes
AF3, Nortl: Dalicta, USA,

Charles Flatt, mow 1EE Fitzjohns Avenue, London MW 3, (Tel: SWI 4573)

Brian Rolls, now ~ ? (4nyome kmow Brian's zew address, please?)

Joseph Zajaczirowslti, now 45 Marlborough Road, Beach Hill Estate,
Mansfield, Motts.



Sy, U PO — [ b =
N REVIEWS

__Jﬁ

N\ =N
e § Yo KL}/ i U\@ ;W S

THE MIND OF MR SOAMES by Charles Bric MHaine
S 3

\\‘.
o

P 9 e .
Published dy Panther at 3/6. 18¢ pages

The moychiatrical zroblems posod
tne age of thirty forrm: the substonce of thisg =
Within this striliing, if not particularly goo
(a8 ]
a thirty~yecar-oid man who hasg’ s
never having becn conscious, he cannot congi

~ ﬁ"yi,
dy covor, we
ince Dirth
’ der how
is getting oul of »aying for innw:g rqo*e roun ds, QLC, Lut
he nas also Tailed to learn to talil,; walk, eat, dress cr even any
S

of the basic actiong - literally a t;irz'-yozf~old Daby.e

Eter a Drilliant dbrain surgseon hag remowved the mental
blocksy the mon, John Boames, gains consciousnoss, with the
cosequence of tie s;cnlg*w’ﬁts in charge of him getiing a few grey
hairs worrying whav to teach him first,

Hatwrally, they want toc teach iy the e“eﬁenta*y taings =
baby would have tc learn, dut there is the added probdlem ithat a

S

thirty=year-old man has, namely - gex, And now can you teach a

baby discipline if he is bigger than you are and canlt e smanked?

This piot is extremely original, for whiech I must
congratunlate ¥Vir Maine. Urforuu“u"olj Ing criminally malireats th
poor icea, migsing a lot of its important aspecis and hence making
it trites The potential for subtle satire of how we cloud our
children's oinds with untruths is uniir*to~, yet he 11 sea it
cormpletely.s Head less to say, the experiment does not worlk out acs
exvected, »roviding high drama towards tihe ond,

Vir Haimels characters do not live and neitheor does most
T tiie SCemery.

Ze has rather a false ending with a Judge -
the guections Maine should hove noged himself throughout tie
action; »ut cither forgot to, or is too »oor a writer to have o
20 e

Despite the fact that thic book is uaflv vritcen, and I,
D“F"Oﬁﬁllj therefore did not like it, many fa and readers
ceangider the ideas expressed in a bock to tﬂJG bride of place over
the litcerary merit, To those unforiunates, i recommend thig hoolk.

Granan Hall
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FOUNDATION by Isaac Asimov (183 pages)
FOUNDATION AND EIPIRE by Isaac Asimov (166 pages)
SECOND FCUNDATICN by Isaac Agimov (179 pages)

All three published by PANTHER at 3/6 ecach.

At lact, for the first time in Britain, all three of the
"TFoundation'! books are available at the same time,

The 'Foundation! trilogy ig orobably the prime example
of '"straight! sciemce fiction published to date, No other book can
compare with the magnificent scope that tiis gseries offers. For
anyone who has not yet read all tiree parts I heartily recommend
then,

Briefly, FOUNDATION tells how Hari Seldon, through his
own science of psychionhtistory, discovers that the Galactic Bupire
is decaying and that its decline will leave the Galaxy in a state
of anarchy for thirty thousand years bhefore another Empire is
formed, He sets up two Founcations l'at opposite ends of the
Galaxy'; the location of the firvt veing public knowledge, the
location of the other, the Second Foundation, deing krown only to
Seldon, Seldontg Plan is that tneso two Foundaticons, after a
numper of criges, will join together %to form tihae Second Empire
after a lapse of only one tnoa»aﬂd years FOUNDATION tells of the
firsgt two hundred years on the First Foundation.

FOUIIDATIOIN AND EMPIRE carries the history forward another
hundred years during wvhich time the whole Plan is threatened by The
Fule ~ a being with mutant nowers and therefore an unforesecn
factor by Secldon,. he Mule builds up his argy and his Eppire over
the period of a few years by conguering vae rewmnants of the 0Ld
Empire. de finally succoeds in beating the Foundation and Seldonls
Plan «~ now partly ruined - is entirely dependant onr the JSecond
Foundation, the existence of which is very doubtiul,

In the third and final booiz, the members of the beaten
Foundaticn carxy out their search for the Second Foundation and not
until the very lagt few pages ig the location revealed.

Panther have produced these thrvee boolts in uniforin
voluzes to the other Asimov boolks they have publisned recently, the
covers of these three, esmecially the ome on FOUIDATIOHN, being
even better than any vefore.

RGP

THE FIRST MEH IN THZ LOON by H G Wells
Published by FONTANA at 3/6. 241 pages

Almost every autiority agrees there's no life on the loon.
o air., llo water, No birds, bees or butterflies. Just an arid
laadscape pocked with craters, and maybe a load of ash. And the
lategt American Moonshot somewhat abets thig opinion

3ut they're not kidding me. Ilve just read this book =
and old Bertie Imew a thing or {two about the Moon among other
things. Here's a sawmple of one of hig descriptions of a Lunar
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landgcape i=
"All adout us on the sunlit slopes frothed and swayed the
darting shrubs, the swelling caectus, the creeping lichens,
and whercever the shade rermained the srowdrifts lingereds
Horth, south, east and west spread an icentical monoton
of unfamiliar forms."

So ruch for the local flora. In ¢ue course, Mooncalves
are seen »y the two travellers in the story, lMr Cavor and Mr
Bedford, Then they contact the Selenites, or Moonies - tae huge
hizghly organised ingect-men of the Woon. Ir Bedford, the
unscrupulous businessman, has a short way with Mooniegs who try €0
thwart him -~ and it is loft to the less worldly scientist, Cavor, to
make intellectual contact with these creatures.

The account of the initial communications between an
Barthran and aliens is one of the wost coavincing I have read., And
vhat amazing creatures they are ~ Bertie was not afraid to describe
a bug~eyed mongter =

"Everywhere faces stared at me - bhlank, chitinous gapes and
masks, eyes meering over tremendous olfaciory developments,
eyes beneath monstrous forehead plates; an undergrowth of
smaller creatures dodged and yelped, and helimet Ffaces poised
on sinuwous, long-jointed necks appeared craning over
shoulders and beneath arppits."

It is a thrilling story to read, with a lot of truth amid
the fantasy - and no lack of humour, 3ut nowhcere, umless 1
inadvertently sizipped several pages, is there any mention of the
attractive young lacy showr on the cover., I'm not grousing, min ,
If they want to put pin-up girls on the cover - that's 0K by me.

Columbia Picturesz, I understand, have recently made a film
with the same title, The ©ilw I haven’t seen but the book is well
werth the money. J T Webb

IT WAS THE DAY OF THE ROBCT by Frank Belknap Long
Published by DO3SON at 15/-. 134 pages

Set thwree hundred years in the future, thig is the story
of a man's gscarch for a wifes, Denicd a Marriage Privilege by the
electron~microscopic Roentgen~ray computer, John Tabor decides to
ohtain a mate illegally, this by having an android custom built,
The purchase at an emotional thexrapy shop is interrunted by a
Security Police raid and Tabor and Claire, his android wife, escape
to the ruined city which stands close to their settlement!s limits,
They are pursued by the police and have to resort to ningling with
the crowds at the sadistic bicycle races which, as a spectator-
participant sport, compare well with the sanguinary contests of the
Roman dirpire. Tabor is compelled to talte part in the garces and
emerges victorious, eluding the peolice once again to rejoin Claire
ir tiae ruins where he mects an underground organisation which helps
hir: to escape to 'VWenus 3Base!,

There is mnenh which ig bagically inforior in this novel.
The ptyle is a mixture of familiarity and the stilted, for example:-

"Out of the moutilzs of babes a litile wisdom sometimes comes



and it's just as true with the blunt, crudely outspolien
typmes, Purely by accident a man like that can it the nail
go sguarely on tie head that you have to admire him a littloe,
if only because there is more than a trace of forthriga
bluntnesgs in all of us that is wholly on the coarse side,
It's one way of giving that part of yoursgelf that pat on the
back."

The description is vague, particularly in explaining the
reagons behind actions and in accounting for the distances bDetween
locations, There are also several guestion rarks in the mind of the
reader which remain at the end of the novel, Way, for cxammle,
doesn'c Tabor ermploy his telepathic powers to discover which of his
two female companions is an android? (If I'm giving away the novel's
nunch 1line forgive me, but youlre hardly going to worry anyway).

The characters are as well-drawn as a two year oldl's house - forwmal,
conventional and utterly cardboard. Indeed, the incidental
characters arc described by such original and revcaling handles as
'Skin-and-3ones', !'Ugly Face'! and 'Giant Size'. Also, the American
spelling in the book (hardly the fault of the author) does notaing
towards endearing me to this novel,

IT WAS THAE DAY OF THE ROBOT was expanced f£rom the short
story "Made to Order"™, From the dust jackeVs blurb, "Thus begins
this major science fiction novel in the tradition of Huxley and
Qrwell" one iz inclined to expect a novel which is worthwhile in
erery aspoct, not the least of whichh is social conmentary.

Absolute disampointment results here. I have ro recollection of
reading any of Long!s work proviocusly ané I can't forget this one
too soon.

Romn Bennett

THZ TERMIMNAL 3BACH %y J G Ballard
Published Dy GOLLANCZ at i8/-~. 215 pages

"He is one of the brightest new stars in post-war rCictionV
Thig brilliiantly original cover-blurb, atitributed to Hingsley Amis,
doesnl!t do Ballard justice. Drawing a line tiorough the twelve
storics in this collection, ke is nearer thie supermnova class
(Frequency of supernovac: less than 1% of all stars). His stories
have a high professional polish that not rany writerg in any field
attain, Ballarcd is evidently primarily interested in the develop-
ment of ideas and their subsequent cffect, for his characters,
almost without cixception extemely funciicnal and unsywpatheiic, are
suvordinated to his themes. His powerful and diverse imagination
138 given full and uninhibited scope ir these stories. Ho
aclnowledgementcs are given.

"A Question of Re-entry’ - get against a neatly sketched
Amazonian background, thais story concerns part of the search for the
returned cansule and pilot of a lunar wmisgsion, Competently told
with a predictable ending,

"The Drowned Giant! - rather a sad commentary on the cruel
and blase reaction of homo sapiens to the washed-up Dody of a giant,
whose dimensions I'¢ venture to gay were impossible, Ballard has
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said that accuracy is the last refuge of the unimaginiii na.
lets Zim out! Hig treatwment, however, illugirates his peint anc is

therefore, satisfying.

"End Game" «~ the HEW WORLDS (Mark i) story of erime and
punighent in a totvilitarian state wos well worth rereading and
points the frightening helplessness of even a powersul indivicual
when pitted againgt The State,

"The Tllumirated Mant - I found tais story (lattorly
expanced into EQUIIIOX) fascinating, not go nmuch for its basic idea
of a crystalline 'death! overtaling the Universe, as for the
bewildering variety of images 3allard uses to cdescribe the effecty.
Reminded me of Ray Zradbury on a dinge!l

"The Reptile Enclosure’ - a nasty Iittle gtory. Imherited
reflexes, perhaps aeons-cold, stimulated by infra-red light {from an
Zcho satellite, lecad to what nmight eventually be the destiny of the
human race and not merely the fate of a multitude of unlucizyy sune
scekerg,

"The Delta at Sunset" -~ yo olde cternral itriangle; well
written but weary talc of tihree archacologists, a husband and wife
and the male assistant who might or night not be the real snake
arzong all the injured genior archacologist's hallucinatory ouneg.
Venom anyone?

"The Terminal Beach!" = if I could sgsee into ZBallardls mind,
perhaps I could begin to cxplain this one. Denied that, all T can
say is thatl the story bored me stiff, I dorlti pretend to undersgtanc
it (nor could a few others I know) ancd I canlt do it justice, if it
deserves any., 4 poll on how many readers who did understand it
would be illuminating.

"Deep end" -~ now this I liked, follis. No wall=eyed
wlocks or fLlies that make 1lilke Hamlet, A plcasant, nostalgic story
of Earth when her gsceag have gone and her children are deserting her
for other worlds., Skillfully bought out, amcng otler things, is thc
mystifying callousness of the young.

Wihe Volcano Dances™ - one of the 'glice~of=life! stories
in the collection, Hard to rcview, this type of gtory, which is
roevelatory of gome trait in hunan motivation, as this once certainly
ig. Read it and enjoy it.

"Filleaniwe'" -« an dironical tale of the future, with
everyone living in not cenough space to gswing that ill-used tabbdy,
Those of you who read HEW WCRLDS before it fell from grace will know
this story. I found the ending still amusing on the re~read,

"The Giocomda of the Twilight Hoon'" - Ballard explores the
realm of the blind in this lovely, evocative story. '5lice~ofw~lifet
asain anc deautifully done,

"The Lost Leonardo™ ~ the final story dealg with an art

Cal

theft with a difference. To say rmore wouvld be to spoil it for you.
Thig, with gscme of {the other stories, you!ll want o re=-read again
and th

nat, for me, ig the real test of erduring literaturec.

3uy this ome; youlll get fed up borrowing it,

Donald Lalcolm
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REVOLT IN 2400 by Robert A Heinlein

Published by GCLLANCZ at 16/-. 297 pages

This volume containg three stories - one novel and two
shorl{ stories, They are all from Heinlein's earliest and, many
would say, best years as a science fiction author. The movel, "ITL

This Goeg On - ", pictures the United States of the future under the
rule of a religious dictator amd cdealg with the plamning and carrying
out of a revolution against this regime through the medium of a
religious secret society, Heinleinl!s attention {oc detail and fast
paced parvative carry the reader along so well that it igs the sort of
story that is usuvally finighed at a sitting. The arguable ethical
stancards of Heinleirn's more recent worlt are not forced on the reader
though with hindsight it is pogsidble to find occassicnal traces of
his latcer philosophy,

The two short stories are "Coventry"m and "Misti
"Coventiry' tells of a citizem who rebels againsgt his safe and sane
society and chooges to be zert to Coventiry, a region of the United
States set aside for such rebels to live as they wish without the
security or sgafeguards of civilisation., Coventry turns out to oe
guite different from the hero's ideal of a haven for rugged
indivicdualists. Also an excellent story.

Miigfiv! is the slight story of Libby, a natural
mathematician, aad how he made good, It is quite recadable, though
not up to the standard of the other two gtories in the boolk,

All thrce stories come from Heimnleints tFuture Higtory!
series and originally appeared in Astounding SF way back in 193%9 and
1940, As I am away from my backe-issue files at the moment, I canuot
be cuite surc, but I think there have been onlty minor changes made
in the stories to meodernise the technical terminology.

Thig is a worthy addition to Gollancz's excellent SF
series and I recommend it highly to BSFA members.

Ian MchAulay
GCLD=1l BLCOD bhy Jack Williamgon

Published by LAICER at 50¢

The crecits onrn the flyleaf of this boolr give it as cony-
right 1933, and that's the scrt of taste it has - that of a leftover
from the early days of fantasy. And not oune of the dest either,

The settiing is the Arabian cupity quarter, the Rub' Al Khali, wherein
is gituated the city of Anz overflowing with gold. Haturally our
hero, Frice Jurand, is after the gold, FMr Durand is, incidentally,
bacly named = I kevt on thinking of him ag Prince Duwrand - a minror

3 (3

i

irritation no doubt but anmoying all the same. Durand is the leader
of the Sceret Lezion composed of VWorld War 1 veterans. Williamcon
scoms ratlier fond of Legions prosumably becaugse it gives him a good
excuse ror a great deal of muitual slaughter withoutl having to harm
any cf the major characiterg.

Cne of the scerets of the city of Arns is a process waereby
people may be made imortal by infugsing then with a Fforz of wvolatilc

6
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gold, Vay daclz, this had becn talien acdvantage of Dy & mamn, Ma}ikart
and a woman, Vekyra, and also a snake and a tiger; snale Zor him anc
tiger Tor her. Thegse two had clashied in a very complicated manner
with the King of Anz, onc Iru and hig glave girl-friencd Aysa. Iru
and Avsa dic and Malilkar and Vekyra sctitle down to wait and hate
cach other, As it turans out, Price is the spitting image, and hence
the reinearnation of Iru., He rescues an Arab girl called Aysa from
a fatc worse % an somothilg oi othor al the hands of gome ol his
Legion, and from then oun the Custup nicks wp From where it lerft off
umpteen years ago.

From %therc on it sets predictable - Numerous Arabs and all
the wembhers nf the Secret Legion get theirs, including the only
other American, one Sam Sorrow, who dies helping Price, of courscs
In due segquence, Snalie, Tiger, Vekyra and Halilayx also get thcirs.
FPrice gets the girl and they exit into thoe sunset,

It's a great pity Lancer had to mick such third-rate
Williamgon to reprint when there is so much detter stufl To turn to.
Don't bother.

Jim Groves

HEW WRITIHGS JiT 8F ¢ ecdited by John Carnell

Published by DOG35CN at 16/-. 1%L pages

NE—

£ five stories is the first in a serie
5 I SF., The ecditor, Johwn Carmnell, write
racdical departure in tie field of the
", In this, the firgt volume, this aim
eg are aew, yes, »ut tize plcvg and the
v one story did the feeling of "Itve been

Thig collecti
to oe called NEW TRITINM
in the foreward, "....1
science Tiction short g
is not achieved., The o
characters are not. In on
here before" leave me,

The first story, '"Xey to Chaos" by Edward Maclzin is a Hek
Belov epic,y and althougn the plot is interesting eﬂOLgh e gstory
Junps about a bit. Felt Selcev meets an inventor who claims he has
macde an 'id-scone!, It turnc out that the 'id-gcope! is a fake,
50 Belov throws togethier a computer that ttapc the gsouwrce of 211
primal rattex! (*:e reviewer's franslation). It is a nicely
contrived story, but ac I have s2id - Itve rcad it before,

The sccond story is "Twols Coupany!" by John Ranitine., This

srtory ig writtew with much ado about littles The story goeSsedsd

man anc a deautiful, bdut cold, woman are in an isolated outpost on a
distant planet (they are scientistis who countrol atmosphere=malking
equlpmezu). The man degires the woman but cannot get her intoerested.
In order to make some repairs to a piece of machinery, they have to

go out onto the planetts surface and after a while tizeir helicopter
crasnes., hat is the first part of tﬂe gtory; tie coither half ig
spent on their frantiec racc ageingt the oncoming frigid night,

The vest gtory, the onc wentioned above, ic Brian Aldiss's
"Man on Bridﬁe" It has overtones of Orwell's 198k but has not got

fo c
the same impact, This is be
vhole pooulation - it has only put the 'Cl's?! (ie = the Ceredralgs)
1npo 3¢otg0u*ve cugtody. Thig is to protect them againgt the

Proles! (tho proletariat), Tho story is writton in a cryntic,
flrwt—personal gtyle, in short scitences, It tells of a labotomy

<}
r
cause thage 3tate- has not taken over tae
L
i
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Ne It eludes me

oncration that makes him into amew man -~ a superra
supposed to wmoxre

low an operation that removes part of a man, is
than a man.

« Fourth in this collection is "Hagmard Uoneyroon” which is
written by Joseph Green and James Wellert. The 'Hagzard! in the
title refers to a meteorite thzat ig being mined for 1tg uranium
content.,. The action of tize story takes place on a zlanet called
Canopus, where the izelcorite was found, The mirers are young newly=
weds who are onm toelir noneyrmoon, picized hecause young newly-weds are
somehow more imrune to an alien influence which affects men's minds,
After about gix months, the men's dreaws bDegin to be invaded by some
alien infliuvence whieclh eventually crives the men insane, The build-
up to tTie discovery of how this hapsens 1s well done, but ithe lane,
almost anologetic, way in which tihe BEarthmen's problem is solved
tends to spoil the whole effoect,

One of the easiest stories to write isy I reclzom, the sort
that taltes a medievil court culture and transfers it to somc distant
future. There, you cmbellish it with CevEmst s matteor transmiliters
and the like, throw im the odd couwrt intrigue, anc¢ there you have it
- a fvturistic romance, In the last story of thisz Dool, entitled
"The Seals Furthest End" by Damien Brodericli; ithere is just such a
rlets It is imnroved sowmewhat by the interpolation of some chaess
roves by some Metaphysical entity, which were, I suppose, meant to
be the Being's wanipulation of the herol!s moves. But they only
serve to confuse the issuve., The firal, unexplainable eondiang of the
story and- the story's univerge left me wondering 'what thce....? What
happened?t,

On the wheole, I enjoyed recading the ook but as I said
before, it :is INCT a 'radical departure in the field of the science
ficticn short story!.

Charles Winstone

MAGAZINE REVIEWS

In the lagt issuce, reviews of the current magazines were

printed, Unfertunately, they won't be anpearing again., When it was
sugrested by John Kemp, it seemed a good idea but looking at it now
I‘ve had second thoughis. To run reviews of all the current
wagezines would take up wmore space than can be afforded (at the

present, anyway)., It weuld be unfair to run reviews of only a few
of the magazines due to thie fact that no publishers send review
copies anc we have To rely on readers reviewing their own personal
oriecso. t may De nogsgible to obtaein review conies of the two
British magazines - UEY WORLDS and SCIEZHCE FANTASY and if we do,
then the roviews will appear in VECTCR,

Feor those interested, I have some details of the first €

ssues of the American magazine GAMFA which apncecared at the endéd of
last year. This information was supplicd by Franit Barrou.

GAMMA is o new uClentlllctloﬂ/Laﬂuo“Y nagazine published
guarterly by Star Prese Inc., 10523 Burbank Blvd,, Nortk Hollywood,
California, USA. EBEditor ~ Charles B Fritch. Excc. Bditor - Jack
Matcha. Managing Editovr - William F Illolan. Cover art - Morris
Scott Dollens. o interior artwork in the Ffirst issue dut there is
a black and white art portfolio by Burt Shomberg in the sccond issuc.,

VIO

%
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The Mmb azine gize 7.5/38" x 54V amprox. and the interior is
ent of FANTASTIC UUIVERSE magazine of the last
QGC@C@. Cont of the first issue arei=

Miouwrning Son by Charles Seauront

"Crimes Again Fascion' by Fritz Leiber

"Pime in Thy Flight! by Ray Sradbury

1The Vengeance of MNitocris" dy Thomaes Lanier Williams (repriat

from WEIRD TLLES August 1928)

TItselfl™ by A van Vogt

"Venus Plus Tharece by Charlee B Fritch

A Message from Mori" Hy Ray Russell

"To Serwve tihe Shin® by William F Nolan

"The Freeway" by George Clayton Johnson

"Cume ITight Stand' by &erber+ A Biwmons

"iLg HMoly and Enchanted! by Krig lleville

"Shade of Day" by John Tomerlin

"The Girl Tho Wasn't There by PForrest J Ackerman

"Death in lexico!' Hy Ray Bradbury (a poer)

"Crescendo! by Richard Matheson

#The GAMMA interview" with Rod Serling
The contents of tize second issue:

"The Gramnny Yowman® by Jorothy B Hughes

"Pthe $ld College Try" by Rodert Bloch

"Michael" by Francesca largues

"Deux ex Macunina" by Richard Matheson

"The Xid Learms" by William Fauliner

"Cingls Jester'! Dy Jack Matcha

Here's Snort Indeedl" by William Shalkespeare (a poem wmade up of

lines from Shakespeare's works by Ib Melchior)

"The Undiscowered Covpb“y" by William F Temple

"Castaway" Dy Cherles E Fritch

"Somwething in the Zarth" by Charles Beaumont

"Iim Only Lonegome When I'm Lonely" by William F Holan

"Sombra Y Sol'M by Ray 3Bradbury

"The GAMMA interview" with Robert Sheckley

L'l [P vl
01

ot
"rj

[-iJ =

fach isgsue containg 128 pages and is priced at 50¢€.
Subscriptions are guoted a2s F2.75 for 6 issues or $5.00 for 12,
Anyone interested in further detailsg should write to GAUMA, Star
Press Inc,, Suite 205, 10523 Burbank doulevard, llorth Hollywood,
California, USh,

ALERICAI BC0X RILEASES

ASTOULIDING TLLE3 OF SFPLCZ AID TIME edited by Joan W Campbell
(Berkeley 50¢)

SPECTRUMA 2 edited by Amis and Conguest (Boerkeley 5C¢)

CLOSE TO CRITICAL ~ ¥al Cloment (Ballantine 5G#)

PAIL OF AIR o Fritz Leiber (ggllanL1~e 50¢)

DAY THEZ OCUAN CVERFLCWES - Charles L Fontenay (Monarch 4CfF)

MR GIZICRGE AND OTHEER CDD PERJCIS edlted by Lugust Berletr (3elront 504)

GHOS7TS 0 {AITACLE -~ Charles G Finney (Dyranlc SCF)

TIME TUNNZL ~ Hwrray Leinster (Pyramnid 50¢)
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TOVORROW X &4 edited by Damon Knight (Gold Medal 50£

20C, 00 ,Juo LD = A B van Vogt (Paperback Libra G

TER HAKEDS SUN « Igaac Asimov (Lancer 50£)

TRANSIT - Bdrund Cooper (Lancer 35C#)

UEIRD TALES oq1ueh >y Lee Margulies (Pyramicd 50£)

THEZ PORT OF FERIL -~ Otis Adelivert XKline (Ace Lod)

THE WCRLD COF MULL-4L « 4 T van Vegt (bee LO4)

GULLIVER OF KARS - ZTdwin L irmold (4ce 404)

VALLEY OF THEZ FLAMZE ~ Henry Huttner (Ace 4G¢)

TE5E ARSEMNAL CF MIRACLES ~ Gardrer [ Fox/ENDLESS SHAZOW « John
Brunner {(Ace L0f)

1 504)
ry 5G#)

THI SIVUTCRA ~ Fhilip X 34 (s

THEE BURIIING WORLD -~ J & = (ge*Pe ey 5C#)

RALATPLE FOR THE 3TLRS « Ecdmond Hamilton (Paperbacl Library 5C#)

T:E SURLY SULLEN BILL ~ Bric Fran’t Russell (sap erback Lib. SO¢)
LLC AT GC - Jeff Sutton (Popular Lidraxy S5C#£)

FRENCH SF edited by Damor Kuight (Bantam 40€)

.\,

3RITISH BCOK RELEASES

SRUNKARD!S WALK - Frederilt Fohl (T&P impert, Bailantine 2/0 « Aug)
DIVENSION & ediied by Groff Conklin (T&P imp. Fyrarmid 2/5 - Aug)
3EST FROM FoSF: Oth SERIES eodited by R P Mills (Panther 3/8 ~ Sep)
FIVE JEEKS IN 4 BALLGCH - Jules Verne (Panther 3/ - Sen)

BLACK DIAMOIDS - Jules Verne (Fanther 3/5 -~ Sep)

AND 8C ENNS THR WCRLD -~ Richard Pape (Panther repll it 2/56 - Sep)

TAZ 27T% DAY ~ John Mantley (Four Sguare reprint 3/5 « Sop)

TIME IS THE STYPLIST THING - Cliffeord D Simalz (Panm 3/95 ~ Nov)
TIGHT KIYS T0 EDBY - Karl: Clifton (Pan 3/56 - Jan 65}

SEICTRUK 2 edited by Amis & Concuest (Pan 5/~ - Jan 53)

SLTURDAY EVENIHG PCST RBLADER OF RFPANTAGY LMD GCIEBHNCTE FICTICH

(Souvenir Tress 25/=)

F&SF Cctoboer issue ds an all-star cdition - it coumtaing YIm Waat
Cavern of the Deep’ Dy Robert ¥ Vouung, "The Fro! by Ednond Hamilton,
"Purple Friestess of the Mad Moon® by Leigh Sracikett and "Little
AntonM by R 2retnor.

WORLDS CF TOMCRRCYW Auzust dissuce conmtaims a short mevel by Avram
Davidgon titled "Waleutine's Flanst. Ir the Cctitober issue there is
a short nevel, "Hillex", by Recbert Ray, supnsrted by two movellesttes
- "The Long Way" by A Sertram Chandler and "The Hicksters" Dy 5 T

MeIntoshe.

GALAXY October issue contains Gordon R Jdclzsoxnls seguel o DO?SAT
(TAE GEMETIC GENERAL) called "Soldier, Aslz llot!" and alsce "Childlren
of Night®h by Pailip X Diok,

HEW WORLDS 1kt contains Lanz Jones! "I Remember, hAnita®™, About thais
story, the »lurb says, fl...sure to Du one of 193L'g post
controversial tales,..", This is an understatement, It's the nost
controversial tale ~ one of the bHegt I've read for vyears!
Ir01centally, there is also thie welcome returm: of interior artwork

in thigs issue,
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DCNALD MALCOLIL, 42 Garry Drive,
Paisley, Reufrewshirec, Scotland.

I was surnrised to find
ny worls being mentioned in Davd
Bughyls article ON 'FIRST CON-
TECTS', There are only f{ive
PET stories, although THE WINDS
OF TRUTH, on the game theme,
could Le included. OF the sio,
three nad no alieng in them,
while another (TWICE BITTEN)
gpeortod intelligent bees. In
TEE UIIDS OF TRUTH and YORICK
no diramatic 'first contact!

es places If Dave checks
stories again, heltll see
that the aliens are merely part
of the hacliground., So:!: they
ren't 'first contact! sitories.,
lore of thiis pregently, IHe
says they aren'!t stories. Each
story has a scient
ground (which dcesn

FPerhaps Dave takes hig tack bhecause so much current SF has n
The 'slice of life! type is evident, while gome of the stories arealv
oven SF. Both types, with a few minor changes, could cagily grace =~
I use the word loogely ~ the supposedly suncrior maingtream dublic-
ationgs. laybe Dave has gotten out of the way oFf reading science
fiction.

ile calls my storics "fictional dregsing-up of various Kinds
of scientific odiivicg and curiosities ~ intercsting maybe to the SF
readerees s BTOP! e saicd it himself: the SF reader is exastly the
pergson Ll've been itrying to intercest. If I've done that, L'1i be
pleased and feel that I've contribuced gomething fo his entertainment
and, perhaps, knowlcdge, I'm not hothered about auny Mainglircam

Johnnie who, during a blackeut, got his eyes unglilued from the CORSET
OPERA IOIITELY and spotted an S5F magazine. As for the ideas being
rmore suited to non-technical treatment (thanks for the compliment,
Dave) the four mecdical gsubjects would have heoen boyond my cotapetence,
vaile even a pro asitronomer werld have had extreme difficulty in

developing the astronomical ijideas. What I could, and did, do wasg
present the ideas in fictional form., With what measuvre of success is
for otnhers to judge, (I can say in my dJdefence, m'lud, that TJICE
BITTEN hag Deen anthologised and that 3EYCID THE REACH CF STORIS is

going into a Penguin collection,)
I agrce that the fiction part of SF ig the more important.
The trouble is this: I thiplk that too many rcaders, migled dy the
SF=must-carry~a-miessage brigade, have credited the writers with
alvays having Profound Purposes for producing their stories, ard have
come wo expect it. ot me, matol
I wrote for entertainmuent, All ny stories have this ag
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their prime motive. However, if anyone wants purpose, I've tricd <o
show, through ithe FPET tales,; th at such thinge as laughtor, hope and

numanity exist, The trend of British 5F made me hit the roof side-
ways (the parrase copyright of my Irish friend, Jim Whitel., I have a
deep ctreak of lov1ty in e, and it h

have my secientists 'scientificlking', balling up the story,; or kill
off any of my characters in passages of purdle presce. I invendsd
them to come out on top - as I firmly believe the human race will.
Okay, so Ilm whistling at a funcral.s...

Dont!t folke, talke Davels advice and ceveon atteompt o compare
my stories with Joseph Green's, for it must Do cevident that there is
not one Jolitary point of comparigsonri net in theme, »hilogophy,
apprcach, style or anytiing he cares to nane, Green's type of story
isn't - and never couvld be = mine. Higs 'Refuge' chronicle {(to use
Davels deserintion} is truly on a 'first contact! Z:eme.

Why dién'!'t Dave mention the aliens in HOUSE OF LIGIETS,
COMPLEX, THE STUFF OF DRBAMS or (and what could be mozre alien?) the
Creaque from a hundyed million years on in THE PATHFINDERS?

I restis e casc,

And now to the rest of the issue. The Bditor has worked
hard and congratulations on a good issue. Xen Slater's column gave
a lot of useful information, egpecially about BM scrvices.

Chariiec Platt! - consider yourself helted on the nosel
That remarkz in your Anderson review, "...the more discriminating
reader..."" doesnli give we Poul Ancerson fans any credit for
obiectivity. As I've remariked defore,-Anderson ig my favourite
American author - but I dont't thinkz hels God.

r

lhad to ghow. I wasntt going <o
1
=

KB

Don,..youlre a traitor = I thought we'ld agreed that Poul was Godl!
- RGP /

DAVE 3US3Y Sac to say, VECTCR 27 wasn't an issue I will

%% Rances Lane renembery for a long time. For a start, it wasg weak
Woliingham on hard articles ~ two only and neiticr of them
Borls very long -~ and long on regular features which,

though eanjoyable in themselves, sgsheulda't gurely

take up the majority of the issuc. This isn't a
new provlem, ¢f courue, nearly all pagt VECTCRs that I have read tend
te be like this, Dut the latest dssue and the one before that, seemed
to be worge than usual., It seoms to be a maltter of achieving the
right balancc. Weli, anyway, future issues look good,

There isn't even anything much in the Mail Regsporge,
vsually a real hothed of conflict or nroto~conflict, now guite calm
(before the storm, maybe?).

Reviews - s0~50. Terry Jeeves was perihaps being too gentle
with rubbish like CARDINAL OF THE STARS while INEY WORLDS 143 got
flayed unnecessarily hard, I thought, with a review that tended to
verge orn the totally unfair,

Srian V.cCabel's cover was zood, considerably betier than
FiKk's surprising abomination on V 26, but if the title 'lettering!
got any smaller it would have to bhe rcad with the aid of a wmicro=-
scope = oy vanish aliogesther.

A guiet issue,

/ Last year, Archic lercer changed VECTOR from a cuarterly 30+ page



mazazine to one having 20 pages appearing eight times a year., It is
still supnosasd to have 20 pages. Try to imagine getiting everytaing
into that sized magacine, It'c impossibe = as Il've found out,
Witness the two issues I have edited to date, 34 and L0 pages
respectively. 3y the time I'tve tyned the Editorial, Mail Response,
and the Bool: Reviews, there are about half a dozen pages ieft for

an article, all the columng, listing of new members, adverts, etc.
Therefore, I've resigsned mysell to spending more time procucing a
20+ iscue every time., Due to nregsures on my gpare time, it may de
that you'll omly get siz issues of VIECECR instead of eight.

VECTCR is 2 Jjournal and not an ordinary fanzine and go, I
feel that it should have nore departments and regular columng taan
general articles I: exists to give SF readers news about science

L]
fiction and its associated forms. Surely there are cnough fancines
of varied policies to provide cutlets Tor the Thard! articles you

»

tallz of, fiction and what have you.

I hoze thds pives you gome idea o
YECTCR, If you dontt lilte my nolicy, th
I've veceived the majerity seom to lilic
yardsticlz, =~ RGP_/

£ my ains ac Editor of
n I'm soxry but from letters
T o~ and this must e my

[ q)
F

CRAHAIL M HALL An excellent VECTOR, let me say. ot sure I

57 Chuvreca Street anprove of the tynmed heading ¢n the cover dut I
Tewlzesdury reclor 3rian KeCahbe is Fancom'ts Hope for ariwork,
Glouczstersiiire Plenty of meat im it too, sc excuse me ir I

ramble a bizt.
Dave Bugby's article O 'FIRST

CCHTLCTSY should have been arsument provolking, but it was 1n0Y gso =
agree too wmuch with him, I canl!t iwmagine ithe nhumam race as we know
it, not getting awfully violent on our contact wit aliens. Hor can
I izagine the aliens accepting us - unlesg thelr psychclogy is so
alien to absolutely exclude Henophobia. This could happen cuite
casily, as Tar as my limited knowledge of psychology goes, if the
aliens were ascxual, A race of beings tiat reproducced singly would
have no family/tribe comnection and would therefore have a comnlete
lack or pinimisation of xenorhobic instinctis,

The human race ig vound by this Ffamily/tribe relationshin
which is forced upown ug by our cluugy, run, hetersosgsexual forw of
reproduction,

Ze builds his article well, and his argwients do Tall
logically into seqguence. (I also agres that ANALCG is pretty useless
at »present),

O 0

el 3

Vic Hallettis VISICH column ig ratier a contragt - KIIIG
KOHG V GODZILLA came and went down here about two wmonths ago - at
least, Yet the oiher films he meantions are that unlilely to be seen
down here Tor the next three years, so that the nreview noiez arenty
vorth Wasting time reading,

) GEHERALL CHUIITERING mal:es & welcome return and I hoze it
- continrues for a long stretch,

I Tail to sce what 3Bert Lewis! article I'ILIS AITD FANDOK
nag to do witihr fandom Dut itls a pretty good resume of SF Filus down
the ages. I can't agree with hig extoling THE BLOB while condenning
I MARRIID A KOIISTER FROV CUTER SPACE - hoth were egually laughablc,
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And L Feel that THE DAY CF THE
- definately not an 5F Tilm cla
mention wkatsocover,

v
Ky
(&3]

.

TREIFFIDS wag cxtremely disappointdng
1osgice Yet THE 3IRDS dis - and mo

3

Anl After Mil's illugstration of Dec Ferigtylic, we ltnow
who he is! QGuite owviocusly Arciie Mercer with that beard - and thatl
shirt may I ﬁdﬁ. I hasten to add that Doc was not suppoesed To tale
vy first law of BF seriougly. I copied it out of somotiing called
HEW MAPS OF BIRMIIIGEAM, or something.

Don Yalcolimts contriduitions to tize boolt review column arc
nretty darn good, 3Setter than some of tae reviewers in VEICUCR in
the pagt.

FCR 7OUR LIPOCRIMATION loolzs iike a page cut of ZEINNITH. 4

é We secr to De going back to the old, cld question - "Who ig Dr

Feristyle”, So far the main contonder is Archie Mercerxr, followed by

Jim Groves. &5 Tor the bheard (ard the shiri) - well, you never unow,

we may de trying to nut you off the trail. It could be Archie, it

coulcd De Jim, it could e anybodldy really, X Imow who it is but X

'ain't sayint'! - RGP_/

IVOR R S5 LATTO The lead article QO 'FIRST COHTACTS!' started

1€ Yerryton Avenue off very well and I was becoming quite

Glasgow W 5 engrosged when, unferiunately, halfway through
he gwung off to castigate SPF writers for lack
of 1magl-at10n and general pot«boiling, Very

understandavie and, I dare gay, we all agree with him to sowe extent
but not particularly relevant to this theme alone. His article
would, I thinl, have becr improved if he had gtuck to I
recistcd the temptation to blagt off,.

FOR TOUR IIFCRMATICH makes ratier acedemic reading dbut i<
is the sort of feature which can build up into a very useiful
reference, and for this rcagom I hope it will continuec.

T3 VISUAL SIDZ OF THINGS and FILMS AND FANDC together
tookx up more agpace than I think is eguitable for what must be a
ainor S3F outlet, 3Zert Lewis mentions a dozem or so films waich he

thinkg are fine conitridutiong to the Field of S8F in that mediwn; in
how many years? Ten? An average of one po;pt gsometinning per year.
aven if one widered the ficld to include weird, occult or fanitasy
films, we would still have only about nalf-a-dozen Worﬁh seceing. So
please, not too muel of a sood thing. Incidentally, in all this
celluloid chat why no mention of the most iwportant famnitasy £ilm of
the moment -~ LORD CF TZE FLIES,

GEWNERAL CHUNTIERIHNG: very reacdable, very informative, very
welcome = rename it FIVE STAR GEIWNERAL CHUNTERIINIG.

DR PERISTYLE: gstill too much general waffling - I thimlt he
should stick to more matiter-of=Ffact guestiong, or would that come
under TOR TOUR IIFCRMATION? He was certainly franis enouﬂh about
Joihn ¥ Camnbell, cn the currcent bandwagon =~ "let'!s all ziclz JUC &
Analog, lads" - wihieh seems very much virulent to hrave gnrung from
its supposed grievances However, if it's hig cpinion I would =o
Goubt fight to the Leﬁch for his right to cunresg it,

BOOK REVIEWYS: nine pages is generocsity indeed, and I was
glac to see the two mags revicwed as well as the fanzines, but why
the bumwer bundle in this issue and not previously., Goodness knows
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there is enough material to be reviewed and from my own experience
of fang, no prodblem in getting someone to exiress an opinion - you
rave to fight them off ian fact, Or is it more bhasic - money?

Scme general points prompited partly by the letterg., I'm
glad the WOT-REVIEJS have gone - I'm not-gorry! Flease donl't
include fiction in VECTOR ~ that's something welre never short of
outside its covers. The comvaritive frecdom from artwork in V 27
was welcome, and that which was included wags of a somewhat better
standord than normal. Forty pages in this issuve is more than Ifd
hoped for = will this continue?

Finally, I would lilke, respecifully, to suggest that the
magagine hasn't yet coalesced under its new editor - there would
seer: to be too mueh dunlication; two articles on films, two people
answering questions, two items (GIIZRAL CHUNTERING & BOOX RELEASES).
Gealing with forthecoming publications and of course, too few gencral
articles, I hesitate to make the last point because I recognise
that if there is such a deficiency, the fault lies with us; but ale
though I am not averse to putting wy pen to paper to produce gone=
thing, which would no doubt be received with justified hilarity,
after reading that Philip Harbottle is producing an eleven-part
geries on WORLDS OF SF and Jim Brglard a nine-part series on
CONCEPTS OF S5F, the mind cringes before what could possibly lie out~
side tihat to write ahout,

This seems to have turned into a longer personal
declaration than I had intended - no doubt a testimony to the
guality of stimulation the mag as a whole covoked. EKeen up the good
work)

/ Quite a few points here so I'1l deal with them in order. First,
the two filum articles. BSeing as Vic Hallett's column will be a
regular thing, it made no difference which issue I nut FILMS AID
FANDOM in « thcre would still Dbe two film featuwres. 8So I decided to
put it with the first VISUAL SIDE column in order to give the film
column an extra doost. Also, starting with the next issue, 3Bert
will be doing the film feature with Vic,

3oolz reviews « it is general nractice to review books theat
have beem sent by the publishers only, When I became Editor, I
thought tzere had dbeen a laclk of boolk reviews so I wrote to all the
osudlishers asizing for review coniesgs. The regponge wag greater than
I expected, I Dhope they keep on gending them ~ if they cdo then they
will appear in VECTCR. The wore roeview copies we get, the better it
is ag the copies, which arce sent free irecidentally, then go into the
Library and this cuts down on expenscs of tiae Library,

As I've just said, I'1ll try to Zeown up the 40 nages if I
have the gparc time,

As fox the duplication of articles, well, tiere will be
only omne filia column in future issues. Doe Peristyle and Jim Goves
will continuwe (I hope) answering gquestions, Doc giving answers to
cuestions that call for opinions and Jim answerings quegtions that
call for an accurate answer,

Thoge multi-part articles may never apnear, Even if they
are vwritten there is no guarantee that I will accept them, So you
(and anyone else) can still write articles on a not~go~hig subject,
In cone part nleasell! -~ RGEP_/



Page 38 VECTOR 283

CHARLES FLATT The cover wag certainlty an improvement on

S Sollercshott West previous VECTCR covers, nicely cut on to
Letchworth stencil too. Kecen after Brian HMclabe.

Hexts This is just about the best VECTOR I

have read. You have managed to do somethiag

whaichh ZENXTH hZag so fayr been con the verge of
achieving: you have nproduced a magazine entirely devoted to SF¥ that
is interesting and readable all through; nco boring catalogue of
authors!'! worlk, no lisits oxr rot-reviews: honest interegiing articles
0f course, a fanzine editor has little chance to gselect or
commission his material; bDut no doubt tie fact that you had taken
over VECTOR with new ideas inswired the contributors to write and
thus this VECTCOR must in part owe its excellent coutents to your
editoxghip,

Dave Bushy's FIRST CONTACTS article wags good, Well
written, interesting, cetailed but not boring., X wipgh hel'd gent it
o me insteac of VECLTOR!

Of course, we all I:now that Feristyle is either Jim: Groves
or Ted Forsyth, new, but his coluwnn remainsg fairly interesting, even
without the added interest of guessing who Peristyle is, Itl's nice
to see the Dr giving ouvt with some less guarded oriniong tihough I
cisagree with nhin over Joan W Campbell, It!s too easy to talke an
extrenist view of amn extremist, amd dresg it up with a 1ittle false
psyciwclogys, Peristyle is plausgible, but a little too vat and cut-
and=driec, I prefer to thini of lr Campbell as someone fanatically
interested in the betterment and advauncement of the human race -
along his lines of thougat. (llot an unusual or queer characteristic)
Ir Campbell happens to be in control of a widely read SF magazine
and can therefore do more than most in the way of cxwounding his
viewss, 3ut just as time and again Lord Beaverbroock failed to affect
»ublic opinion with his extremist views in the Daily Express, 8o
Campbell sulffers froxn the fact that, while ncople read Analogls
latest expoce with interest, it affects their state of mind hardly
at ali, Certainly Campbell is to some extent fanatical over his
beliefs, but fTanatical in a simnle way that doesn't need
nsychological motivations to explain him, He believes wmany

scientilic discoveries are every cay deing logt dy maniind through
the mechanisom of present day scientific method and so he doeg his

L ok 7,

best to counteract the trend,

Vie Halliett writes a good film column, This is the gort
of tihing that VECTOR ought to coantain. Ken Slater'!s chuntering
sulfers frow too many dots, of course., They should be aliocwed to
intrude ornly between different topnics.

It is 2 shame that, having got review copies of books from
publighers, you have to review thewx all, Four vages of reviews
would have been the maximum for me, Perhaps three really good one-
page reviews would be ideal; though with your generous margins and
expanded tyve-face, I suppose it would work out at 1% pages Der
review, It!'s a pity your horrible machine wastes so much space.

The lettver column remaing interesting, as usual, :

WJell, congratulations on a fault frec fanzine., I liled
every feature I read,

/ Thanks for the praise, Charle

y = c from you it is praisec
inceed. I only hcmpe the majority of £

s are ag havoy,
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Hrrm?  Ted Forgyth o well mow,., Any more wild guesses as to th
icdentity of Doc. Bven Ron Sennett in the latest SKYRACK nputs in a

new theory when ne says "...the latest Dr Peristyle..." - RGZ_/
CLAZTON EAMLIN Would it be all right for a frec-loader like
Southwest HDarbor myself who gets VECTOR without being a memder
MYaine {it's all right, follks, strictly legal) to make
USA some comments ca the lagt issue?

Dave 3ugby's article OIN 'FIRST

AL

CONTACTS?! wmakes what seems to be a reasonably
valid point. At least, it doegs until you start examining it more
closely. 3But examine his basic »remigses and you begin to change
your rind., He ignores wmany a fine story which would invalidate his
point, Where, for instance, is Weirhaws, the Martiaan and Venusian
stories? Has he just overlooked Williamson's "With Folded Hands"?
Many a var Vogt extravaganza should be considercd - first contact
stories galore among thosc. Arong the recent cnes, way not mention
Leiber's THE WANDIRER?

Yes, I'1l be the first to admit that wmany a story of this
naturc is wmore than a trifle trivial, EBEven the well-known Leinster
named "“First Contact! offers the concept, dut uses it mostly for a
trick ending, It certainly is not examined in any depth. There are
also innumcrable hacl: stories better forgotiten too. 3ut after all,
just try to mame ANY basic plot of sciemce fiction that isn'!t the
same., Lt doesn!t geem to ston the more taleated author ILiom
presenting something new and worthy now and again. Surely Mr Busby
doesnlt expect a work of gheer goermius in IVERY orinted story?

In the end, the good Mr Busby Ffalls into the same old
trap, ©On the basis of insufficient cdata, especially by leaving out
the stories that would immake his point seem ridiculous, he rcaches a
totally uwawarranted conclugion about the purposes of SF. How many
times have we heard this gelf game complaint, that the purpose of SF
is to present original ideas, examine unigue philosophies, and, in
essence, sunposedly try to solve all the problems of the world,
Jell, it just isn't so. There may e authors around who have
valuable thoughts {o present to the readers, sometiies worthy of
being said., llany of them also have the ability to say it entertain-
ingly. 3But really, it doesn't especially matter; the authors don't
say what is to be pubdblished, the publishers do that., Thank Heavens.,
They put up the money to print these stories, ik ragazines or bools:
by the same token they have the only right to say WHAT to publish.
Cnly right. And they have just one purpose -« to malke wmoney,

firgue as you will, the readers who pay for these books
rmost often tend to get hored, even antagonistic, when some author
tries tries to educate ither:, Bducation is fine, of couwrse, if it isg
done entertainingly erough to make it relatively painless. 3ut
generally, the ones they rush to pay their money out for are tae
ores thalt give ther nure and sirzle entertainment. It certainly was
no accident that the most reprinted writer for years and years was
Abe Merritt - he came out in ome reissue after ancther and the end
is not yet, 3ul cven he took a2 far distant second nlace when the
enterprising publishers decided that the best way of all to rake
money anc sell booizg was to give them tho old reliable ddgar Rice
3urroughs. Go ahead and complain - no one is going to listen,

==
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Thege writers are much more fun, you scc.

it simwily would moi do, to gton writing without taling a
wild swing at Fhil Harbotile imn Tis suggestion that one of thie big
cifficulties in getting contributions for VECTOR is because toc many
peosle are likely to sick holes in what {they write. I supnose it's
possidle that there are peonle lilie that, who would like to insist
that you accent what they write as complete and full truth, without
guestion, but from the fans of wmy own acquaintance most of them are
Just the opwnosite, They write taings and contribute then to
fanzines because of the countroversy they stir up, rather than in
spite of it., What Detter way of learning to write competently than
to just write and learn what you did wrong by tie eriticism it
brings forth? OCh, you can get published in & fanzine easily enoughn;
there are dozens of them just begging for material and they will
accept just about anything. I ogovo0 is all you want, no prodlem
at all., Of course, if you are tryinzg to sell it that is a different
matter, a certain Jdegree of precision is needed there and oue of th
best ways of getting it is to lister 1o your critics,

T™is is ap interesting fanzine, sometines a worthwhile and
valuable one, and I give ny thanks to all concerned for sending it.

P8 Just incidentally, Dave, are you really surc that human nature
walkes sueh drastic changes as you seew to think there. Isnft it
really that instead of changing their nature, the actual reguit is
ruch more likely to be mere exaggeration of certain of those
cnaracterigtics wihich are already there? It certainly looks so from
nere, Go ahead, tell me even one aspect of human nature that was
not there, iun much the same form too, a couple of thouaand years
ago, . Or, if you prefer, any dasic characteristic of those days
which we don't have today, prodravbly much the same., To put it
simply, what NEW emotions have you heard of lately?

/ I see no reason at all, Clay, why you shouldn't senc a letter of
coment in. BEspecially when it's so interesting and readable.

Uelre always glad to Inow what the H3F thinks of us, - RGP_/

Dow R SHMITH The cover wags orne of the mogt charwming Ilve ever

228 Highan Lane secn on a fan rag. The general standard of

Huneaton presentation all <through ig very nigh, and I must

Warwickshire congratulate you and your assgistants on producing
an evcellent effect. The only thing lacizing -

and this is sowething that only a maniac for

perfection like Sam Yeoud was in the days of FANTAST, could £find time
and patience to produce on a typed stencil ~ ig a straight righte-
hand edges ¥ wouldn!t wish it on a2 doZeees

I found the article OH MIPIRST COUTACTS?! most interesting,
and even agreed to gome ermtent with the author's diatribes against
SF authors whoe iguore the effect of an encounter with an extra-
<

b
.
o

errestial civilisation on ovr own. [ do not sharc his optimism in
the changeability of human aature, nor agzsree with his facile

extonsion of tie 'Basic Law! that nothirg rewains static to the
crmotioral characteristics of hurmanity. ne of the moxe depressing
legsons of history anpears, to me, to be that hurtar nature is still
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This issue of VECTOR is somewhat late (anproximately five
weeksl). It is also somewhat taicker than intended (I vowed to
mysell, after the last issue, that this one would be the regulation
size bButeesss) so I Mope that I may be forgiven, Thank you. The
next issue will (I hopel be slightly smaller -~ and mors punctual.

Is there anyone who would like the Jjob of BSFA Sccretary?
Unfortunately, tho present Secretary, Rod lMilner, hags had to resign
for personal reasons, If anyone would like to taXke this job omn,
will they please write to the Chairman, Ken Cheslin, When Red tock
over at Baster he had to answer about a dozen enguiries each weck,
Recently,. the Z8FA placed an acvertisement in the Science Fiction
Book Club'g monthly newsletter, Within the first three days after
the advert appeared, Rod received over 60 enguiries! That was three
weeks agos To date he hag had just over 100 enguiries, Becauge of
this glut of erguiries, we have had to nut Charlez Wingtone'ls
address on the advert apoearing this weelr in BEACHANGE & MART, So
you cain gee that it is guite a time~conguming job. If there is
anyone who would lik%e this job and he or she is over 10 years of
age will they nlease write to Ken Cheslin imuediately,

The revised BSFA Congtitution will be mailed out with the
next VECTCR (just in case anyone's wondering what hag havpened to it.)

Joe Navin tells me that he is hoping to get the new
Kagazine List out shortly. With this he will probably be mailing
out an art folio by Eddic Joneg, illustrating 3rian Aldisgs! ZCTHCUSE.
This will be in the geries "As I See It" whickh have proviously
apneared in 3AJTICH, It will alse contain notes by Brian Aldisa,

In the next VECTOR, there will he a remort by Archie
¥ercer on ithe recent German Convention. This was inteonded for this
igsue but there isg a photo-sectior Hoing preparcd by the Germang
anc wafortunately it will not be ready till the end of Septcemder,
Beside theat, I don't yet Iknow what will e in the noxt issue asg I'=a
right out of articlegs again -~ I haven!t yet recelved any of the
parts of the crxticles from Phil Harbottle or Jiwm England. So -
start writing, pleasel

Wnile om the subject of writing ~ letter writing this tine
- sime pelef may pde wondering why they havenlt 2ad replieg to
%??ue?g wrlt?en to me, Sorry, dut I haven't had timc. 45 socom
thig VICTOR is mailed out I'1i get down to angwering all the mai
that hes accumulated,

RGP
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VECTOR 2C has just decn zrinted, ¢ only awaits to be
colliated, staprled and malled cut, In the mail this worning I find
two bits of mews that ere too iuportamt to wait for ithe next issue.

The firsct ig that the 23rd World Scienve Ficticm Comvention
will be held in London in August 1935,

Aryore wishing Ic joim should semd 21/« to: Jim Groves,

29 Lathon Rwad, Sast Ear, Lomdon 2 &, cr they can send 215/~ which
T t at the Comvention,

o
will register Thom ag memders and pay the balamce
On receiving their noney, J wiil send then their merdergshin

tickets and a cory of PFrogregss Report Ho 1 in wkich they will fimd a
Tori for Docizing their voous at the Zetel, All yrates guoted o:n the
forzn should zave 10% Service Crarge added tc arrive at a true orice.
for the Conventicin is:
Fila Parier
i Bthel Lindsoay

Treasuraer Jir: Groves

Fublicatiors Feter Wabey

Frozrare Ron Bennett

Secondly, tie Hugo winners awarded at the recert 22nd

Jorll BF Comvention in Oaizland, California,.
Best llovel: WAY STATICH by Clifford 2 Simakx (Freviously appeared in
Galzxy ag "Here Gotrher the Starsh - Jun £ Aung '63).
Segt Short Fiction: "Ho Truce With Hirgs" by Foul Anderson (Mag of
Fantasy and Science Ficticn Jun '53%),
Sest Professionni Mazamine: AITALCG.
dest Professional Artist: 2d Bushwiller,
Sest SF 3oo’s Fuoligher: Ace 3ooks,
Sest Amotewr Varsszime: Georze Scithers! AMRA,
This inforuation from SLYRACK edited by Ron Semnett,

Back covaer by Terery Jeeves.
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